🌟 Sidlesham Parish Council - Community Newsletter 🌟
As autumn settles in, we wanted to share a few updates from around the parish. There is plenty happening, from community projects and local sport to planning for the future of our area. As always, thank you to everyone who continues to support local groups, volunteer their time, and help make our parish such a great place to live.
Looking After Our Watercourses - Riparian Rights and Responsibilities
Many residents may not realise that if your property borders a ditch, stream, rife or other watercourse, you may be what is known as a riparian owner.
This brings both rights and responsibilities. In simple terms, riparian owners are responsible for helping to keep water flowing freely by maintaining the banks and bed of the watercourse, removing obstructions where appropriate, and ensuring that vegetation does not impede the flow of water.
You also have the right to receive water in its natural state and to take reasonable steps to protect your property from flooding, provided this does not adversely affect neighbouring landowners.
Good maintenance of our local ditches and watercourses plays an important part in reducing flood risk and protecting our local environment. We would encourage all residents with adjoining watercourses to check them regularly and help keep them clear.
Business Forum
Thank you to those who attended our Business Forum on 30 September. Whilst attendance was lower than hoped, useful discussions took place. Our next meeting will be held on 16 November, 6pm at Sidlesham Memorial Recreational Ground Community Hall, and we encourage local businesses to get involved. We would like to hear what issues matter most to you and how the Parish Council can help support local businesses. An agenda will be circulated ahead of the meeting.
Half-Yearly Audit Update
We are pleased to report that our recent half-yearly audit confirmed the Council remains financially healthy, with expenditure broadly in line with the approved budget and appropriate financial controls in place.  
We know how important it is that public money is spent carefully and transparently, and we will continue to monitor spending closely throughout the remainder of the financial year.
Memorial Hall Improvements and Hall Hire
The Sidlesham Community Association continues to make improvements to the Memorial Hall. The hall is available to hire for a variety of activities including parties, celebrations, exercise classes, choirs, meetings and community groups. If you are looking for a venue, please consider supporting this valuable local facility.
Supporting Local Football
Our football facilities continue to be extremely well used, and we are fortunate to host a number of clubs, including, Infinity FC, Emsworth FC, Chichester City Girls and Paulsgrove FC.  
All of these clubs contribute to the life of our community and provide fantastic opportunities for players of all ages.  Why not come along and watch a match? The café is open during fixtures, serving refreshments and providing a welcoming place for spectators. Whether you are a football fan or simply looking for a friendly community atmosphere, your support is always appreciated.  
Infinity Football Club also runs an inclusive football session every Thursday from 5.00pm to 6.00pm. These sessions provide a fun, welcoming and supportive environment for people of all ages and abilities, helping participants build confidence, develop their skills and enjoy being part of a team. Sessions are led by qualified and experienced coaches who ensure everyone has the opportunity to take part and enjoy the game.
A Reminder for Dog Owners
The Memorial Recreation Ground is enjoyed by a wide range of users, including families, children, walkers, sports clubs and dog owners.
Recently, concerns have been raised regarding a small number of dogs that have not been kept under proper control whilst using the site.
We would politely remind all dog owners that they are responsible for their dogs at all times. If a dog is causing concern, behaving aggressively, or creating a risk to other users, it should be placed on a lead immediately.
Most dog owners use the site responsibly and respectfully, and we thank them for doing so. By showing consideration for others, we can ensure that everyone continues to enjoy the Recreation Ground safely and comfortably.
Where individuals repeatedly fail to follow these simple expectations, they may be asked to leave the site and the Police informed.
Neighbourhood Plan Update
The Parish Council is continuing to move forward with the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish. This is an important opportunity for residents to help shape the future of our community and influence how development takes place in the years ahead.
The Neighbourhood Plan will help set out a shared vision for the parish and identify what is important to residents, including housing, the environment, local character, community facilities, transport and green spaces.
There will be a number of opportunities for residents to get involved as the project develops. You can participate by:
· Attending public consultation events.
· Completing surveys and questionnaires.
· Providing feedback on draft proposals.
· Joining focus groups or workstreams on topics of particular interest.
· Sharing local knowledge, photographs and historical information that may help inform the Plan.
We want this to be a community-led document that reflects the aspirations of those who live and work in the parish. Your views will help shape the future of our parish for generations to come.
Working Together for Our Community
The Parish Council remains committed to improving facilities, supporting local businesses, maintaining our environment and helping ensure the parish remains a thriving and welcoming place for everyone.
If you have a suggestion, concern or idea that could benefit the community, please do not hesitate to get in touch. We always welcome hearing from residents and local organisations.
Thank you for your continued support and we forward to hearing from you.
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