🌟 Sidlesham Parish Council - Community Newsletter 🌟
Welcome to another edition of our newsletter. As autumn gives way to winter, there is plenty happening within our community. We would like to share details of funding opportunities, community activities, volunteer vacancies, important local reminders and some dates for your diary in the run-up to Christmas.
Ferry Farm Community Grant Fund Now Open
The Ferry Farm Community Grant Fund is now open for applications and offers up to £25,000 each year to support environmental projects that benefit our local communities.
Projects of all sizes can be considered, including:
· Wildlife gardens or outdoor classrooms at schools
· Energy-saving improvements to village halls, church halls and clubhouses
· Litter reduction, recycling or repair initiatives
· Nature walks, talks and activities for local residents
If your organisation, group, school or club has an idea that could make a positive environmental impact, we encourage you to explore this funding opportunity.
Applications close at 5.00pm on Thursday 29 January 2027. While that may seem some way away, the festive period will soon be upon us, so early applications are encouraged.
A Reminder About Riparian Responsibilities and Hedge Maintenance
The Parish Council regularly receives reports regarding overgrown hedges, vegetation and trees affecting footpaths, roads and public rights of way.
Landowners have a responsibility to maintain trees, hedges and vegetation on their property to ensure they do not obstruct highways, pavements, footpaths, bridleways or visibility for road users. Branches and hedges should be cut back where necessary to allow safe passage and prevent hazards to pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and motorists.
Property owners should also be aware of their riparian responsibilities where their land borders a watercourse, ditch, stream or similar feature. Riparian owners are generally responsible for maintaining the flow of water, keeping channels clear of obstructions and helping to reduce flood risk.
By carrying out regular inspections and maintenance, residents can help keep our parish safe, accessible and environmentally healthy.
Infinity FC Inclusive Football Sessions
Football for Everyone!
Infinity FC is running inclusive football sessions for people of all ages and abilities.
📍 Sidlesham Memorial Recreational Ground Selsey Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7RD
🕔 Every Thursday, 5.00pm to 6.00pm
The sessions are designed to:
· Develop football skills
· Build confidence
· Promote inclusion and participation
· Provide a welcoming environment for all abilities
All sessions are led by qualified, experienced and caring coaches.
For further information contact:
📧 infinityfcevents@gmail.com
Support Your Local Football Clubs
The Memorial Ground is proud to host a number of local football teams who use our facilities throughout the season. Matches take place regularly on Saturdays and Sundays, providing an excellent opportunity to enjoy local sport and support grassroots football within the parish.
Whether you are a lifelong football fan or simply looking for something to do at the weekend, why not come along and cheer on the players? Your support helps create a welcoming atmosphere and encourages participation in sport at all levels.
Information about fixtures, participating clubs and upcoming matches can be found at the Memorial Ground or on our website.
Emergency Rest Centre Training Session
As part of our emergency planning arrangements, we will be holding a training session for our newly designated Emergency Rest Centre.
📅 Thursday 10 December 2026 🕙 10.00am 📍 Sidlesham Memorial Ground
The session will demonstrate how the facility would operate during an emergency and provide valuable information for anyone interested in supporting local resilience.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
Volunteers Needed for Community Speed Watch
The Parish Council remains committed to establishing a local Community Speed Watch scheme and we are currently seeking volunteers to help us get the initiative up and running.
Speed Watch enables trained volunteers to monitor vehicle speeds and help raise awareness of speeding issues within the parish.
If you have a few hours to spare occasionally and would like to contribute to improving road safety in our community, we would love to hear from you.
Memorial Hall Booking Number
Please note that the new booking contact number for Sidlesham Memorial Hall is:
📞 07337 435146
Whether you are looking to book a regular activity, community event, meeting or private function, please use this number for all future enquiries.
Community Christmas Party
We are hoping to host a Community Christmas Party and would love to see as many residents, groups and businesses involved as possible.
📅 19 December 2026 🕒 From 3.00pm 📍 Memorial Hall
All are welcome to attend.
We are particularly keen to hear from:
· Local businesses wishing to showcase their products or services
· Community groups wishing to participate
· Volunteers who can help with organising and running the event
Further details will be released shortly, but please save the date and get involved if you can.
Business Forum
Our next Business Forum will take place on:
📅 18 November 2026 🕕 6.00pm 📍 Memorial Ground Community Hall
The meeting will include a presentation on the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and provide an opportunity for local businesses to share views, discuss local issues and learn more about future plans for the parish.
All local businesses are welcome to attend.
Volunteers and Trustees Wanted
The Sidlesham Community Association (SCA) is looking for additional volunteers and trustees to support its work at Sidlesham Memorial Recreational Ground Community Hall.
The Association plays a vital role in delivering community events, managing facilities and supporting local initiatives throughout the year. Whether you have specific skills to offer or simply some time and enthusiasm, your support would be greatly appreciated.
Becoming a volunteer or trustee is a rewarding way to contribute to village life and help shape the future of our community.
If you would like to find out more, please get in touch.
A Friendly Reminder for Dog Owners
The Memorial Ground and recreational facilities are enjoyed by a wide range of users, including families, children, sports teams, walkers and community groups.
We would kindly ask all dog owners to be respectful of other users by ensuring their dogs remain under control at all times. While most dogs are well-behaved, unexpected interactions can sometimes cause distress, injury or disruption to others using the facilities.
Please remember to:
· Keep dogs under close control.
· Be mindful of organised sporting activities and children's play areas.
· Clean up after your dog and dispose of waste responsibly.
· Respect other users who may be nervous around dogs.
By working together, we can ensure that the recreational ground remains a safe, welcoming and enjoyable space for everyone.

Get Involved in Your Community
There are many ways to get involved in village life, whether by attending local events, volunteering for community projects, supporting local sports clubs, becoming a trustee of the Sidlesham Community Association, or helping with initiatives such as Community Speed Watch. Every contribution, however large or small, helps make our parish a stronger, safer and more vibrant place to live.
Thank You
As always, thank you to all the volunteers and residents who work so hard to make Sidlesham such a vibrant and supportive community. We wish everyone a happy and healthy lead-up to Christmas and look forward to seeing you at one of the many events taking place over the coming weeks.
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to hearing from you.
Alison Colban - Clerk
Telephone Number: 07386731159
Email: parishclerk@sidleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk


