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Free trees available to support tree planting projects across the Chichester District 
 
Residents, community groups, schools, farmers, landowners and parish councils across the Chichester District can now apply for free trees and support materials for new tree planting projects this winter.
 
As part of its Tree Chichester District initiative, Chichester District Council has secured funding through The Tree Council and Defra's Trees Outside Woodland Fund to support individuals and organisations looking to establish new tree planting projects in the district.
 
The scheme is open to a wide range of applicants, including farmers, landowners, parish councils, community groups, schools and individual residents. Applicants must either own the land where the trees will be planted or have permission from the landowner, and the site must be suitable for tree planting. Projects must be located outside existing woodlands and demonstrate a clear public or community benefit. 
 
Applications are now open, and application forms can be requested by emailing: treescheme@chichester.gov.uk. Before trees are allocated, each proposed planting site will be assessed by the council’s Tree Strategy Officer to ensure it meets the criteria set out on the council’s website: www.chichester.gov.uk/treescheme. Trees will be allocated to suitable projects on a first-come, first-served basis, and successful applicants must complete their planting projects by Friday 12 February 2027. 
 
The council will cover the cost of trees, as well as essential items to support their establishment, such as tree guards and mulch. 
 
"Increasing tree cover is one of the most effective ways we can support nature recovery, increase carbon capture and create greener places for future generations," says Cllr Jonathan Brown, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for the Environment at Chichester District Council.
 
"Trees play a vital role in tackling climate change, supporting wildlife and creating healthier, greener places for people to enjoy. Every new tree planted contributes to a more resilient and biodiverse district for future generations.
 
“Whether you’re looking to plant a community orchard, hedgerow, individual trees or small copses, we’d love to hear from you. Our Tree Strategy Officer can guide you through the application process — simply email: treescheme@chichester.gov.uk. Make sure you apply as soon as possible, as trees will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.”
 
This project has been made possible with the support of a grant from The Tree Council’s and Defra’s Trees Outside Woodland Fund.
 
Since it launched in 2020, the council’s Tree Chichester District scheme has enabled over 75,000 trees to be planted across the district. More information about the scheme can be found at: www.chichester.gov.uk/treescheme 
 
This initiative is an integral part of the council’s second Climate Emergency Action Plan, which runs from 2025 to 2030 and includes several projects addressing different aspects of the climate emergency, such as home energy efficiency, tree planting, and community action. People can find out more about this work at: www.chichester.gov.uk/climatechange 
 
For further information, please contact Terri Foster, Senior Communications Officer at Chichester District Council on 01243 521298 or by email at tfoster@chichester.gov.uk
 
Notes to editors
 
About The Tree Council  
The Tree Council is a national charity (number 279000) and membership organisation which brings everyone together with a shared mission to care for trees and our planet’s future. 
 
They inspire and empower organisations, government, communities and individuals with the knowledge and tools to create positive, lasting change at a national and local level. They are helped in their work by thousands of volunteer Tree Wardens and a growing force of Young Tree Champions. 
 
For more information about The Tree Council, please visit: https://treecouncil.org.uk/
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________________________________________________________________________ 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER 

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. However, any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Chichester District Council. 

If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. 

Communications on or through Chichester District Council's computer systems may be monitored or recorded to secure effective system operation and for other lawful purposes. 

If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the Chichester District Council administrator. 

E-mail or phone 44 (0) 1243 785166 

contact@chichester.gov.uk 
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