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New exhibition celebrating fascinating stories and achievements of local female pioneers set to launch at The Novium Museum in Chichester
 
A fascinating exhibition telling the stories of notable women from the Chichester District - both past and present - is set to launch at The Novium Museum in Chichester this weekend. 
‘ChichestHER’ is the culmination of a three-year project made possible thanks to the National Lottery Heritage Fund which awarded the project a grant of £117,266. 
The exhibition celebrates the lives, work, and achievements of 19 women from Tudor times to the present day and explores the impact women have made on local life, from suffrage and education to art, medicine, sport, and beyond.
The exhibition opens to the public on Saturday 17 October with a free Family Day event. The day will focus on women and protest, with a range of activities including themed crafts to make and take home. 

More than 30 volunteers have been involved with the exhibition, working with the museum team to identify women for inclusion, carrying out research and digitising items for the museum collection. 
The project has included research on more than 100 women so far. A key feature of the exhibition is an accompanying dedicated interactive website, where the public can submit stories, photographs, and research about local women – creating a digital archive accessible to all and representing the whole of the district. The idea is that this will create a permanent archive that people can access and add to.
People are also encouraged to contribute to a contemporary collecting initiative, donating everyday objects that tell local women’s stories and enriching the museum’s representation of female lives.
ChichestHER has been made possible through the support of a wide variety of individuals, museums and institutions who have loaned items for the exhibition. These include: the Victoria and Albert Museum; the National Portrait Gallery and the Women’s Library at the London School of Economics (LSE) as well Chichester Festival Theatre, West Sussex Record Office, Fishbourne Roman Palace/Sussex Archaeological Trust and The Mary Rose Trust, as well as many others.
Among the women featured are a psychoanalyst who fled Nazi Germany, a hockey captain who established the Women’s Sport Foundation (now Women in Sport), the coordinator of evacuee arrivals in Selsey during the Second World War, a principal who transformed a teacher-training college and a suffragist who spent time in Holloway Prison.
The stories of more familiar names are also shared, including the late Chichester-based actress, Dame Patricia Routledge DBE; best-selling author, Kate Mosse CBE and local singer and performer, Dawn Gracie. 
The exhibition will also feature interactive activities for visitors that directly link with the stories on display. These include solving puzzles, trails, dressing up, a Ladybird book library, designing a mosaic, playing musical instruments and much more. 
The museum has also collaborated with Illustration and Design students from Chichester College to create five animations that tell some of the women’s stories.
Local community groups have worked with local artists to create artistic responses to some of the women’s stories, and these will also be on display. 
‘ChichestHER’ will be accompanied by a community events programme, featuring talks by inspirational women, family activities, tactile tours, and 'Makers Mornings' led by local women to share their skills, creativity, and expertise and a special event in March 2027 to mark International Women’s Day.
Councillor Adrian Moss, Leader of Chichester District Council, says: “A tremendous amount of work has taken place over the last three years so that we can tell these remarkable, yet largely unknown stories. 
“We are extremely grateful to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for enabling this to take place and to all the individuals and organisations that we have worked with to secure items for display. I’d also like to thank the volunteers who have played such a key role. 
“As well as the exhibition itself, it’s also very exciting to have the new interactive website which I would encourage everyone to delve into. Please also think about women that you know who have strong connections to Chichester whose stories could be shared as part of our archive.”
For more information about the exhibition, events programme and ChichestHER project, please visit the dedicated website:  www.chichesther.org 
 
ENDS
 
For further information, please contact Clare Hawkin, Senior Communications Officer, on 01243 534679 or 
by emailing chawkin@chichester.gov.uk
 
Notes to editors:
 
Images: 
 
A series of images of women featured as part of the exhibition are attached for use with this release:
 
1: Isolated images of Kate Friedlander, Vera Buxton-Knight and Katherine Murray
2: Kate Friedlander
3: Vera Buxton-Knight
4: Katherine Murray
About The National Lottery Heritage Fund 
Our vision is for heritage to be valued, cared for and sustained for everyone, now and in the future. That’s why as the largest funder for the UK’s heritage we are dedicated to supporting projects that connect people and communities to heritage, as set out in our strategic plan, Heritage 2033. Heritage can be anything from the past that people value and want to pass on to future generations. We believe in the power of heritage to ignite the imagination, offer joy and inspiration, and to build pride in place and connection to the past.
Over the next 10 years, we aim to invest £3.6 billion raised for good causes by National Lottery players to make a decisive difference for people, places and communities. www.heritagefund.org.uk 
Follow @HeritageFundUK on X, Facebook and Instagram and use #NationalLottery #HeritageFund
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