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Renewed focus to help crack down on littering, dog fouling and fly tipping in the Chichester District
 
Tackling littering, dog fouling and fly tipping will be the focus for a team of enforcement officers when they begin their patrols in Chichester District next week.
 
Litter Enforcement Officers will be patrolling the district from 12 October as part of a three-year contract to reduce littering and address residents’ concerns around this issue.
 
Those caught dropping litter will receive an on-the-spot fine of £150 (reduced to £100 if paid within 14 days). Those who do not clear up their dog’s mess will receive an on-the-spot fine of £100 (which reduces to £75 if paid within 14 days). 
 
If the fines are not paid and a case goes to court, the maximum penalty for littering is £2,500 and £1,000 for dog fouling.
 
As part of the new arrangement, the enforcement officers will also have responsibility for helping to investigate fly tipping incidents and gathering any evidence that could lead to a Fixed Penalty Notice or prosecution.
 
“We know that residents are very concerned about litter, fly tipping and dog fouling as they can have a negative impact on our beautiful district and spoil how people enjoy their local area,” says Councillor Jonathan Brown, Cabinet Member for Environmental Strategy at Chichester District Council. “We take people’s concerns extremely seriously and we have been working hard to ensure that this new contract responds robustly to the needs of communities across the district.
 
“Our new enforcement contract will put dedicated environmental enforcement officers in the district 364 days each year. Crucially, it now also includes investigating fly tipping, and as a council we want to work closely with our communities to help reduce instances of this appalling environmental crime. 
 
“We are very keen to receive any intelligence regarding fly-tips, littering and dog fouling which can then be investigated and I strongly urge people to report any issues through our littering and dog fouling page on our website: www.chichester.gov.uk/litteringanddogfouling 
 
“Most people do the right thing, but the officers will also be engaging with the public to encourage awareness around environmental offences and foster a change in people’s behaviour where required and again, we would really welcome people’s suggestions on areas of the district that could benefit from this approach.” 
 
The new arrangements will see litter enforcement officers monitoring the city, towns, villages, parks and the seafront, and fining those who are seen dropping litter or not clearing up their dog’s mess. Currently, Chichester District Council spends around £1 million a year on clearing litter and fly tipping.
 
“As councillors, residents regularly contact us about these issues and many people want to see tougher action against those who deliberately litter our district,” adds Cllr Brown. “A number of other local councils have enforcement contracts in place, and we hope that our new arrangement, which includes investigating fly tipping, will send a strong message to people that these crimes will not be tolerated in our district.”
 
The council dealt with over 850 cases last year and has pledged to continue to prosecute anyone caught fly tipping. 
 
People can find out more information about Chichester District Council’s Against Litter campaign and ways to support the campaign by going to: www.chichester.gov.uk/againstlitter 
 
For further information, please contact Clare Hawkin, Senior Communications Officer at Chichester District Council on 01243 534679 or by emailing chawkin@chichester.gov.uk 
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