	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 14th October 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs, T Parsons, L Ramm, J Tilley, T Tull & N Wade.  Mr N Robson (SCA Chairman/Treasurer), the Clerk three members of the Public. 
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded and filmed by a member of the public.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence –The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs D Guest, A Harland, M Monnington, Cllr I Mayne (WSCC) & Cllr V Weller (CDC). No apologies received from Cllr D Johnson.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda 
Cllr Ramm declared an interest in item 8.5.

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). None.

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr N Wade proposed, and Cllr T Tull seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd September 2026 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Implications of LGR – The Chairman read a report submitted by Cllr Mayne. Councillors considered the report to be comprehensive and informative and asked that their appreciation be recorded. A vote of thanks was expressed to Cllr Mayne for her support and contribution.

	6.2
	Keynor Rife in Highleigh Road/Culvert Report - Cllr Wade reported on the meeting held on 21 September 2026 between some residents of Highleigh Road, representatives of the Environment Agency (EA), and the Parish Council regarding flooding associated with the Keynor Rife and culvert.
Councillors were advised that discussions focused on the causes of the flooding experienced earlier in the year, the findings of an engineering survey commissioned by a resident, and the respective responsibilities of the parties involved. It was noted that the EA's current maintenance regime is limited to routine vegetation clearance and does not include desilting of the watercourse and is does not follow the full length of the Rife.
Mr Robson reported that Bremere Land Management Company has obtained an engineering survey and is seeking the necessary permissions from the EA before undertaking recommended works. Mr Robson reported that there are two crossings of the Rife, namely the more southern road crossing which was identified as the location where the obstruction that contributed to the flooding occurred, and the northern crossing where measures have been completed to reduce the risk of debris entering the culvert system.  Concerns were expressed regarding delays in obtaining consent and the uncertainty surrounding riparian ownership and maintenance responsibilities for sections of the rife.
Cllr Parsons reminded councillors that the Parish Council had previously requested a Section 19 Flood Investigation and that discussions had taken place with the Lead Local Flood Authority regarding its potential involvement and we should contact them in regard to the culvert. It was further noted that the EA had indicated it would investigate a reported blockage within the rife, although no further update has yet been received.
Following discussion, it was agreed that a further meeting should be arranged involving affected residents, representatives of Bremere Land Management Company and the Parish Council to review the available evidence, consider potential solutions, and agree the most appropriate way forward. Cllr Wade confirmed that he would liaise with the relevant parties to arrange this meeting.

	6.3
	Keynor Lane Drainage Works – See Cllr Mayne’s report.  

	6.4
	Pavements/Footpaths – See Cllr Mayne’s report.  

	6.5
	Stockbridge Road Closure & Diversion – See Cllr Mayne’s report. The Chairman thanked Cllr Mayne for her support in this matter.  The Clerk reported that West Sussex County Council (WSCC), in partnership with Community Transport Sussex, is providing a free return minibus service to support vulnerable residents living within the Stockbridge Road closure area and help them travel to and from Chichester during the roadworks.

	7.
	CDC Councillor Update 

	7.1
	Planning/Delays to the Legal Process – Melita/Hughes - Cllr Parsons reported on a planning training session attended earlier that day. Councillors were advised that the legal process relating to Melita remains ongoing; however, no substantive update was available at this stage.
Cllr Parsons informed Councillors that they put forward the suggestion that Parish Councils be provided with guidance outlining the enforcement process, including indicative timescales and procedural stages, to assist both councillors and residents in understanding how enforcement cases are progressing and the need to reflect the specific circumstances of individual cases. Ms Stevens seemed to be supportive of the proposal.  Cllr Parsons also reported that an additional Enforcement Officer has recently been appointed, which is expected to strengthen the enforcement team.
The Chairman further reported that Cllr Adrian Moss had offered to assist us if we continue to experience difficulties in obtaining information from Planning.

	7.2
	Red Flag Areas – This matter was deferred to the next meeting.

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	Mr Robson presented his report and highlighted continuing concerns regarding a reduction in income arising from previous issues relating to the hall, which have now been resolved.
Mr Robson advised that arrangements had been agreed with Infinity for repayment of the outstanding debt over the coming months and noted that recent changes in the Football Club's management had had a positive impact.
Members were informed that a further trustee had resigned. Mr Robson expressed disappointment that progress had not been made on key projects, particularly the website and newsletter, which had hindered efforts to promote the hall. However, he reported that the Clerk had now taken responsibility for these matters and that progress was being made.
Mr Robson further reported that two prospective trustees would be attending the next SCA meeting and subject to approval, would strengthen the trustee board.
Whilst income remained lower than in the previous year, Mr Robson confirmed that expenditure was being carefully managed and that efforts were ongoing to increase revenue. The Chairman added that the football activities had been successful both on and off the pitch, generating income of £1,115 during September. 

	8.2
	Licence – Mr Robson was pleased to announce that the Licence has finally been signed by both Infinity and the SCA and passed the hard copy to the Chairman for signature on behalf of the Parish Council.  

	8.3
	Ferry Farm Grant – Cllr Wade reported that Ferry Farm has potentially agreed to our proposal for a more environmentally friendly heating plan by using solar panels and batteries.  We now need to obtain quotes and represent our application for funding.  The Chairman and Cllr Wade will liaise on this. 

	8.4
	Heating – Cllr Parsons stated that this does not solve the immediate issue and Cllr Wade proposed that agreement be given to purchase with SCA a diesel heater.  Discussion ensued as to the quotes given by Cllr Ramm, and it was agreed to go with the older model at a cost of £1,850 plus VAT.  

	8.5
	Health & Safety – The Clerk asked for agreement to go ahead with the electric cupboard fire door as per the quote submitted and this was agreed by all.  She also asked that the quote for the emergency exit door be ratified and this was agreed by all.

	8.6
	PADEL Courts – The Chairman reported that he had hoped to provide an update on this matter; however, no response has yet been received from the company that had previously approached the Parish Council. It was therefore suggested that an alternative provider, Pump Padel, be contacted to explore potential opportunities and obtain further information.

	8.7
	Emergency Aerial Services - The Chairman reported that a survey had been carried out for the Radio Mast at the top end of the field and we are waiting to hear the results.

	8.8
	Recognition for Works carried out by a Volunteer – After discussion it was agreed for payments of £100 x 2 and one £50 vouchers be purchased and given to three volunteers in recognition of their ongoing support.   

	9.
	Business Forum 
Cllr Ramm provided a summary of the meeting held on 30 September. He noted that attendance had been lower than hoped, although the presentation and contribution from the speaker representing CDC was well received and informative.  Cllr Ramm reported that a further meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 18 November at the SMRG, commencing at 6.00 pm. It was agreed that the agenda for the meeting would be publicised via the Business Forum’s Facebook page, website and email communications.
Cllr Ramm also suggested that, following the meeting, consideration would be given to the level of community support and engagement before deciding whether to progress the matter further.
The Clerk confirmed that the venue had been booked and details of the meeting had been published on the Facebook Business Page.

	10.
	Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Tilley proposed that the Parish Council approve the scope of the Village Design Statement (VDS) and Neighbourhood Plan (NP) programme, endorse the Parish Council as the project sponsor, and approve the initial actions set out in the presentation delivered earlier in the evening.  All Councillors present voted in favour.  

	11.
	Playground – The Clerk reported that the replacement sand had been delivered. Cllr Mellodey reported it needed transferring to the sandpit area.  Discussion ensued to look in the future at soft surfacing due to the increasing costs of the sand. The Clerk reported the bench in the playground is to be removed and replaced with a recycled material one.  Finally, the Clerk reported the annual inspection has been carried out and she will circulate the findings shortly.  

	12.
	Assertion 10 Paperwork – The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had recently undergone its half-yearly audit and was pleased to advise that the audit had been predominantly successful. As part of the audit recommendations, the Council was required to formally adopt several governance documents, namely the Planning Committee Terms of Reference, Reserve Funds Statement of Intention, Borrowing and Investment Policy, and Internal Control Policy. The Clerk proposed that these documents be adopted which was agreed by all.  The Clerk further advised that a Data Audit was required and would be prepared for consideration at the November meeting.
The Clerk also informed that annual Data Protection/GDPR training for councillors is now a mandatory requirement to ensure compliance with audit expectations. The Clerk suggested that, if Councillors wished, this training could be delivered in-house by the Clerk immediately prior to a Council meeting, as an alternative to Councillors attending external training courses.  It was resolved that the Clerk provide the annual Data Protection/GDPR training for Councillors, and all agreed. The Clerk reported that the annual review of the Website Accessibility Statement had been completed and confirmation received that the necessary updates had been made.

	13.
	Parish QR Nature & Heritage Trail – After further investigation and discussion, it was resolved not to pursue this for the moment.    

	14.
	Correspondence Received 

	14.1
	The Clerk reported that NALC had introduced a new tool and would any of the Councillors be interested.  Cllr Tilley asked that the information be passed to her.

	15.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	16.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 30th September 2026 is £61,745.30.  All accounts £121,366.31.
Half Yearly Accounts – The Clerk reported that we were slightly over budget at this point due to the roof repairs to the Memorial Hall, but we should balance out over the next six months.  Cllr Lewis asked for the figure we have building for the Playground Fund and the Clerk stated it was £8,603.72.
Date of the Budget Meeting – 22nd October 2026 at 2pm at Cllr Harland’s house all being well.
Half Yearly Audit Report – the Clerk reported as above that the Auditor had passed our accounts subject to some paperwork in respect of Assertion 10 and will circulate the Auditor’s report shortly.
Appointment of Internal Auditor & Confirmation of Independence – The Parish Council agreed to the appointment of Mulberry Local Authority Services as the internal Auditor for 2026/2027 as per the original letter of Engagement for a three-year period.   We confirm that as internal auditors they meet the requirements to be competent and independent, as defined by the SAPPP Practitioner’s Guide.
It was also noted that Moore is the external Auditor for 2026/2027 as assigned by the Smaller Authorities Audit.
Report of External Auditors Report & Completion of AGAR – The Parish Council noted the completion of the external audit process and resolved to accept the External Auditor’s Report with findings and Certificate.  The Clerk confirmed that the required statutory publication requirements have been complied with in accordance with the relevant regulations.

	16.1
	Schedule of Account for Receipts
	Ref
	Who
	What
	Amount £

	16.1.1
	CDC
	Precept
	36,045.00

	16.1.2
	SCA
	SMRG – Heat & Smoke Alarms
	60.42

	16.1.3
	Yeep Lockers
	August/September Rental
	83.33

	16.1.4
	SCA
	SMRG – Fuel & Tyre – Pitch & Grounds
	37.91

	16.1.5
	Unity Trust Bank
	SMRG Refurbishment Fund Interest
	42.19

	16.1.6
	Unity Trust Bank
	Legal/Consultants Interest
	8.73

	16.1.7
	Unity Trust Bank
	Election Expenses Interest
	2.18

	16.1.8
	Unity Trust Bank
	Neighbourhood Plan Interest
	8.73

	16.1.9
	Unity Trust Bank
	Mowing Equipment Fund Interest
	26.19

	16.1.10
	Unity Trust Bank
	Reserve Account Interest
	57.88

	16.1.11
	Unity Trust Bank
	Playground Fund Interest
	42.29

	16.1.12
	Unity Trust Bank
	SMRG Maintenance Fund Interest
	35.69

	Total
	
	
	36,450.54




	16.2
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount £

	16.2.1
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for August
	7.00

	16.2.2
	Harvey Collins
	Grass Cutting – Mill Site & Anchor Bus
	150.00

	16.2.3
	CDC
	SMRG – Bins
	63.80

	16.2.4
	LJ Building & Maintenance
	SMRG – Ceiling in Electric Cupboard
	325.00

	16.2.5
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	499.09

	16.2.6
	A Colban
	Clerk’s Expenses Aug - September
	133.78

	16.2.7
	A Colban
	Salary
	1645.78

	16.2.8
	Jewson
	Play Sand for Playground
	584.70

	16.2.9
	Starboard Systems Ltd
	Scribe – Civic-ly – New Asssets Program – Setting up Fee
	360.00

	16.2.10
	Cllr M Mellodey
	Petrol – SMRG
	35.49

	16.2.11
	Cllr M Mellodey
	Tyres for Lawn Mower – SMRG
	10.00

	16.2.12
	CDC
	Litter/Recycling Bins – SMRG
	63.80

	Total
	
	
	3,878.44




	
	
Cllr Tull proposed, and Cllr Parsons seconded the summary of expenditure at 16.1.1 to 16.2.16 be accepted.  All agreed.  

	15.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items 
Precept & Quarterly Reports for NP

	19.
	Date of Next Meeting:  11th November at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 21.03 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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