	Minutes of Sidlesham Parish Council Planning Committee
Wednesday, 2nd September 2026 at 7 pm
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane 

	

	Present:  Cllrs A Harland (Chair), D Guest, M Mellodey, M Monnington, T Tull (Vice Chairman), N Wade & the Clerk.  There were no members of the public. 

	1. 
	Welcome and Apologies for Absence – Cllrs T Parsons, L Ramm & J Tilley.

	2. 
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests – None.

	3. 
	Minutes of Last Planning Committee Meeting  

	3.1. 
	Cllr M Mellodey proposed, and Cllr N Wade seconded, that the Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on the 12th August 2026 be signed as a correct record.  All agreed.

	4. 
	Planning Applications Discussed the 12th August 2026 under Item 9 for Ratification of Decisions Made for Agreement

	4.1
	SI/26/01627/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - Meadowcroft, 73 Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7QQ.  Two storey rear and side extension. Front and side elevation veranda. Construction of double garage + car port with first floor accommodation above for a home office and storage. General door, window and material changes to all elevations.  It was agreed for the Chairman to circulate notes regarding this application and councillors would confirm whether to object or not by email.  The matter would then be ratified at the next meeting. Subsequently, it was agreed by a majority to raise NO OBJECTION.  Cllr M Mellodey proposed and Cllr T Tull seconded that the decision be ratified.  All agreed.

	4.2
	SI/26/01635/FUL - Minor Dev – Dwellings - Longreach, The Old Barn, 14A Chalk Lane, Sidlesham, PO20 7LW.  Erection of 1 no. dwelling as alternative to Class Q prior approval under SI/25/02927/PA3Q and demolition of greenhouse.  It was agreed for the Chairman to circulate notes regarding this application and councillors would confirm whether to object or not by email.  The matter would then be ratified at the next meeting. Subsequently it was agreed by a majority to OBJECT to the proposal, on the grounds that application SI/25/02927/PA3Q relates to a different site within the holding, and it is therefore unclear how the current proposal should be assessed in the context of previous approvals and development associated with the wider holding.
Furthermore, the Parish Council notes that, whilst the current application relates to No. 14A, No. 14 is understood to have formed part of the original holding. It may therefore be appropriate to consider the units at both properties collectively when assessing the cumulative level of development. In addition, the units closest to the road are believed to be conversions of the original LSA unit, and clarification is sought as to whether these should also be included in any assessment of development across the original holding.
The Parish Council therefore requests that the proposed development is fully assessed against all relevant Class Q permitted development requirements and that, taking into account previous Class Q developments and conversions across the entire holding, the cumulative floorspace converted under Class Q permissions does not exceed the maximum limit of 1,000 square metres.  The Chairman read out an email from a resident requesting the Parish Council add a further objection in respect of flooding and requesting a sequential test. Cllr M Monnington proposed and Cllr M Mellodey seconded that the decision be ratified.  All agreed.  

	5. 
	New Planning Applications for Discussion.

	5.1. 
	SI/26/01652/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - Highleigh Farmhouse, Highleigh Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7NR.  Pitched roof extension to west and introduction of 3 no. dormers, two rooflights and solar panels. Replacement single-storey rear extension with hipped roof and rooflights. Fenestration alterations and replacements. SI/26/01653/LBC - Other Dev - LBC's Alter/Extend - Highleigh Farmhouse, Highleigh Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7NR.  (E) 484276 / (N) 98647 17th August 2026. Pitched roof extension to west and introduction of 3 no. dormers, two rooflights and solar panels. Replacement single-storey rear extension with hipped roof and rooflights. Internal alterations including partial removal of internal wall and door between kitchen and dining room, removal of lower ceiling area in kitchen, alterations to ground floor layout including new staircase with under stairs storage, new shower room, pantry, scullery and service cupboard, and new shower room to first floor level. Fenestration alterations and replacements.  After discussion it was agreed NO OBJECTION and would leave the decision to the Listed Buildings Officer.

	5.2. 
	SI/26/01741/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - Bucket And Spade, Selsey Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7QX.  Single rear and side extension, two-storey rear extension and removal of 1 no. chimney with alterations and additions to fenestration including now door opening with porch to north elevation. (S73 variation of conditions 2 and 6 to planning permission SI/24/02384/DOM - Revised design, replacement of proposed ground floor plan and first floor plan and amended materials).  After discussion it was agreed NO OBJECTION.

	5.3. 
	SI/26/01765/FUL - Minor Dev – Dwellings - Land West Of Brickfield Cottages, Rotten Row, Sidlesham - Erection of 1no dwelling, with associated landscaping and ecological enhancements and partial demolition of existing agricultural barn. Alternative to Class Q prior approval SI/26/00794/PA3Q.  Following extensive discussion, it was agreed 5 to 1 to OBJECT to the application. Whilst councillors were broadly supportive of the principle of providing an additional dwelling and remain committed to supporting appropriate and sustainable housing development within the parish, Councillors considered that there are a number of significant concerns regarding both the suitability of the proposal and its compliance with Class Q requirements.
Firstly, the Parish Council questions whether the existing agricultural building is genuinely capable of conversion. Councillors consider that the structure does not appear to possess the height, form or structural integrity necessary to accommodate a two-storey dwelling without substantial reconstruction. Under Schedule 2, Part 3, Class Q of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015, only building operations that are reasonably necessary to convert an existing agricultural building are permitted. The High Court judgment in Hibbitt v Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government [2016] EWHC 2853 (Admin) confirmed that Class Q applies only where a building is capable of genuine conversion and does not extend to proposals that amount, in practice, to the creation of a new building. Whilst Class Q may permit significant works, including the replacement of structural elements, these must remain conversion works rather than reconstruction. The Parish Council therefore seeks clarification from CDC Planning Officers as to whether the proposed level of works remains consistent with the previously approved PA3Q application and satisfies the requirements of Class Q. Particular concerns were raised regarding the proposed two-storey design, whether the existing building has sufficient height and structure to accommodate two floors, and whether the proposal utilises the full footprint of the existing building.
Furthermore, should CDC conclude that the proposal complies with the requirements of Class Q, the Parish Council would nevertheless continue to object on design and heritage grounds. Councillors consider that the proposed dwelling would be out of keeping with the character of the immediate surroundings and would fail to respect the local distinctiveness of the area. The site lies adjacent to Highleigh Pounds, Sheep Dip, Appletree Cottage and Tree Tops, all of which are Grade II listed buildings. Councillors believe that the scale, form and appearance of the proposed dwelling would appear incongruous within this historic setting and would detract from the area's established character and heritage significance.
The Parish Council considers that the proposal conflicts with the principles set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (PM1(b)) & PM13, which seeks to conserve and enhance the historic environment and recognise the character of different areas. Similar objectives are reflected within Chichester Local Plan Policy LP6.50, which emphasises the importance of maintaining local vernacular character. In addition, the adopted Sidlesham Village Design Statement states that new buildings and alterations should take account of their location and local distinctiveness, and that development must be sympathetic to neighbouring properties in terms of design, scale, space and materials, enhancing the area as a whole. Within historic parts of the parish, it is considered essential that the nature, characteristics and constraints of the area are fully understood so that any changes remain appropriate to their setting.
Whilst the Parish Council is keen to support the provision of suitable housing within the parish, Councillors felt that any such development should be delivered in a controlled and carefully considered manner. In this instance, members concluded that there are too many outstanding concerns regarding compliance with Class Q requirements, design, heritage impact and character considerations to enable support for the application. Accordingly, the Parish Council objects to the proposal. 

	6. 
	 Planning Decisions 

	6.1
	SI/26/01181/DOM - Greenleigh House Green Lane Highleigh Sidlesham PO20 7NP. Removal of existing double garage, partial removal of front boundary wall and replacement with new double carport.  PERMIT

	6.2
	SI/26/01207/FUL - Land Adjacent to Tollgate Cottage Selsey Road Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7NE.  Retrospective (Section 73a) application for the change of use of former agricultural land to residential amenity land together with the stationing of a static caravan incidental to the use of the dwellinghouse.  REFUSE

	6.3
	SI/26/01390/PA3Q - Meadowcroft Nursery Lockgate Road Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7QQ.  Prior Approval - Change of Use of Agricultural Building to 1no Dwelling (C3 Use Class). PRIOR APPROVAL IS REQUIRED & HEREBY REF

	6.4
	SI/26/01401/DOM - Brimfast Cottage Brimfast Lane Sidlesham Common Chichester West Sussex PO20 7PZ.  Single storey rear extension and 2 storey side extension. Introduction of balcony and dormer to rear. Detached annex. Extension to height and length of existing workshop. WITHDRAWN

	7.
	Enforcement Orders 
Brimfast Lane – The Chairman reported that following the notification of the application being withdrawn, the Clerk had been requested to write to Enforcement for an update.  No response has been received yet.  Subsequent to the meeting, a new planning application has been validated.

	8
	Appeals 

	8.1
	Melita – The Chairman reiterated that the Appellant had been awarded costs despite CDC winning the Appeal.  The Chairman also reported that Enforcement had declined the Council’s request for a meeting with Legal Services. However, efforts are continuing to obtain more definitive responses to the questions raised, particularly regarding confirmation that the necessary documentation has been completed and submitted to the Courts for the removal of the caravans and the restoration of the site to its former use, together with details of the anticipated timescales for these actions.  Every sympathy is extended towards the residents as the matter continues and no action.
The Council wishes to place on record its sympathy for the residents affected by this ongoing matter and shares their frustration at the lack of progress to date. Members remain concerned by the continued delay in achieving a resolution and will continue to pursue updates and seek clarity on the actions being taken.

	9.
	Planning Correspondence and Other Planning Matters

	9.1
	Planning Reforms Notification from CDC – Following discussion, Councillors expressed concerns regarding the extent of decision-making powers being delegated to planning officers and the potentially reduced opportunity for parish councils to comment on planning applications. Councillors felt that the proposed reforms could result in a democratic deficit and questioned whether applications would be determined solely through a desktop assessment or whether officers would undertake site visits where appropriate. It was agreed that these concerns and questions would be raised at the forthcoming training sessions being organised by CDC.

	10.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	11.
	Date of Next Meeting – The date for the next meeting is the 14th October at 7pm. 


Meeting ended at 19:45pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council	

