	Minutes of Sidlesham Parish Council Planning Committee
Wednesday, 12th August 2026 at 7 pm
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane 

	

	Present:  Cllrs A Harland (Chair), D Guest, M Mellodey, M Monnington, T Parsons, L Ramm, J Tilley, T Tull (Vice Chairman) & the Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public. 

	1. 
	Welcome and Apologies for Absence – Cllrs N Wade.

	2. 
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests – None.

	3. 
	Minutes of Last Planning Committee Meeting  

	3.1. 
	Cllr J Tilley proposed, and Cllr M Mellodey seconded, that the Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on the 8th July 2026 be signed as a correct record.  All agreed.

	4. 
	Planning Applications Discussed the 10th June 2026 under Item 9 for Ratification of Decisions Made for Agreement - None

	5. 
	New Planning Applications for Discussion.

	5.1. 
	SI/26/01183/FUL - Minor Dev – Dwellings - 55 Manhood Lane, Sidlesham, PO20 7LT.  Change of use of existing 1 no. garden outbuilding to holiday lets with outside area and rear driveway (within our boundary).  After discussion it was agreed to OBJECT to this application in support of the Environmental Agency regarding flooding issues and until these requirements have been satisfied, we feel the application should be held in abeyance.  

	5.2. 
	SI/26/01178/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - Fairview, Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7QE.  Replacement roof and fenestration alongside internal alterations. After Discussion it was agreed to raise NO OBJECTION.

	5.3. 
	SI/26/01401/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - Brimfast Cottage, Brimfast Lane, Sidlesham Common, Sidlesham PO20 7PZ.  (E) 485988 / (N) 99818 16th July 2026.  After discussion it was agreed to OBJECT to this application and requested that the following matters are fully considered by Planning before any determination is made.
The Parish Council understands that vehicle repair and maintenance activities may currently be taking place within the garden or curtilage of the property. Such activities appear to extend beyond normal domestic use and may constitute the operation of a commercial car repair business from a residential property. This matter has been reported to Enforcement, and the Parish Council is awaiting the outcome of their investigation. The Parish Council considers it essential that Planning establishes whether an unauthorised change of use has occurred before determining this application.
Should a commercial vehicle repair business be operating from the site, this could give rise to concerns relating to noise and disturbance, increased vehicle movements, the storage of vehicles, materials and equipment, and the impact upon the character and amenity of the surrounding rural area. The Parish Council therefore requests that the findings of the enforcement investigation are taken into account as a material consideration in the determination of this application. Development should protect residential amenity and be appropriate to its setting in accordance with the objectives of Policies P1 (Design) and P2 (Amenity) of the Chichester Local Plan.
The Parish Council is also concerned that the proposal, when considered alongside the reported vehicle repair activities and the recent acquisition of a 3m strip of adjoining agricultural land, has the potential to adversely affect the rural character of the area. The site occupies a predominantly rural setting where the open appearance of residential gardens and agricultural land makes an important contribution to the character of the locality. The introduction or expansion of commercial-style activity, the storage of vehicles, machinery, parts and equipment, together with any surfacing or operational use of adjoining agricultural land, would create a more urbanised appearance that is out of keeping with the surrounding countryside. Such incremental encroachment into rural land could erode the distinction between residential curtilage and open countryside, causing harm to the character and appearance of the area and conflicting with the aims of Policies P1 (Design) and NE11 (Development in the Countryside).
In addition, the Parish Council is concerned that the red-line application boundary shown on the submitted plans does not appear to correspond with the true extent of the property.  Planning is therefore requested to verify the accuracy of the application plans and ownership certificates before determining the application. Any discrepancy in the application boundary could materially affect the assessment of the proposal and create uncertainty regarding the extent of land to which any planning permission would apply.
For the reasons set out above, SPC objects to Application SI/26/01401/DOM and requests that:
1. The enforcement investigation is concluded and its findings taken into account before the application is determined.
2. Clarification is provided regarding the recently acquired agricultural land and confirmation that it does not form part of this application.
3. The accuracy of the red-line boundary is verified prior to determination.
Accordingly, SPC recommends that planning permission be refused unless the above concerns can be satisfactorily addressed.

	5.4. 
	SI/26/01559/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - The Croft, Highleigh Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7NW. Alterations, extension to dwelling and proposed new summer house.  After discussion it was agreed to raise NO OBJECTION.

	6. 
	 Planning Decisions 

	6.1
	SI/26/01067/PA3Q - Dubbeldam Nurseries Lockgate Road Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7QQ.  Class Q (c) Prior Approval application for Change of Use of Agricultural Building to 1 no Dwelling (C3 Use Class).  PRIOR APPROVAL IS REQUIRED & HEREBY REF

	6.2
	SI/26/01035/FUL - Walnut Farm Science Park Lockgate Road Sidlesham West Sussex.  Demolition of existing lean-to building and construction of replacement building within Class E(g) use (research and development and light industry).  PERMIT 

	6.3
	SI/26/01378/PA11B - Applegate Nursery Fletchers Lane Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7QG.  Demolition of agricultural building - part of northern greenhouse.  WITHDRAWN

	6.4
	SI/26/00601/FUL - The Old Poor House Mill Lane Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7NA.  Use of building as annexe and holiday let accommodation, permitted under Permission 20/03253/DOM.  PERMIT WITH S106

	6.5
	SI/26/01256/DOM - Oak Harbour Jury Lane Sidlesham Common Chichester West Sussex PO20 7PX. Alterations to existing attached garage to create habitable accommodation with replacement of 2 no. garage doors with 2 no. windows on front elevation.  PERMIT

	7.
	Enforcement Orders 

Report of Issues on Brimfast Lane – The Chairman reported that Enforcement has prioritised this matter as low and we await hearing further from them.  Also see above.

	8
	Appeals 

	8.1
	Melita – The Chairman reported that CDC had been successful in the appeal. However, Cllr Parsons advised that costs had been awarded against CDC due to the failure to display the correct notification in November last year.
The Clerk confirmed that she had still not received any notification from CDC, nor a response to her emails. However, she was aware that residents had received notification and that the Mr George had advised them that the matter was currently with Legal Services, with no timescale available for a resolution.
Following discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk should write to CDC again to seek an update and request an urgent meeting with Legal Services to discuss the next steps. It was felt important to emphasise that the Parish Council is accountable to residents and therefore needs to be kept fully informed of developments.

	9.
	Planning Correspondence and Other Planning Matters

	9.1
	CDC Planning Training 14/15th October 2026 – Cllrs J Tilley & A Harland confirmed attendance for the 14th.  

	9.2
	SI/26/01627/DOM - Other Dev - Householder Developments - Meadowcroft, 73 Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, PO20 7QQ.  Two storey rear and side extension. Front and side elevation veranda. Construction of double garage + car port with first floor accommodation above for a home office and storage. General door, window and material changes to all elevations.  It was agreed for the Chairman to circulate notes regarding this application and councillors would confirm whether to object or not by email.  The matter would then be ratified at the next meeting. Subsequently, it was agreed by a majority to raise NO OBJECTION.

	9.3
	SI/26/01635/FUL - Minor Dev – Dwellings - Longreach, The Old Barn, 14A Chalk Lane, Sidlesham, PO20 7LW.  Erection of 1 no. dwelling as alternative to Class Q prior approval under SI/25/02927/PA3Q and demolition of greenhouse.  It was agreed for the Chairman to circulate notes regarding this application and councillors would confirm whether to object or not by email.  The matter would then be ratified at the next meeting. Subsequently it was agreed by a majority to OBJECT to the proposal, on the grounds that application SI/25/02927/PA3Q relates to a different site within the holding, and it is therefore unclear how the current proposal should be assessed in the context of previous approvals and development associated with the wider holding.
Furthermore, the Parish Council notes that, whilst the current application relates to No. 14A, No. 14 is understood to have formed part of the original holding. It may therefore be appropriate to consider the units at both properties collectively when assessing the cumulative level of development. In addition, the units closest to the road are believed to be conversions of the original LSA unit, and clarification is sought as to whether these should also be included in any assessment of development across the original holding.
The Parish Council therefore requests that the proposed development is fully assessed against all relevant Class Q permitted development requirements and that, taking into account previous Class Q developments and conversions across the entire holding, the cumulative floorspace converted under Class Q permissions does not exceed the maximum limit of 1,000 square metres.

	10.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	11.
	Date of Next Meeting – The date for the next meeting is the 2nd September at 7pm. 


Meeting ended at 19:42pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council	

