	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 8th July 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs D Guest, A Harland, M Monnington, T Parsons, J Tilley, T Tull & N Wade.  Cllr V Weller CDC, Mr N Robson (SCA Chairman/Treasurer), the Clerk no members of the Public. 
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence –The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting & gave apologies for Cllrs L Ramm. Apologies were later given by Cllr I Mayne and a copy of her report is attached herewith.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). None.

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr N Wade proposed, and Cllr T Tull seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th June 2026 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Implications of LGR – Cllr Weller was invited to provide an update, and she proceeded to report on the forthcoming changes to planning procedures. She advised that the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is expected to be approved by the end of July, although this timetable may be subject to change and could be delayed until December. Cllr Weller also confirmed that Chichester District Council is continuing to progress the review and update of the Local Plan.

	6.2
	Beggars Lane.  The Chairman confirmed a meeting had taken place with contractors and we are awaiting their report from that visit. 

	6.3
	Highleigh Culvert – It was reported there are ongoing issues and Cllr Wade confirmed he will take pictures and give relevant details to the Clerk for her to contact the EA about the issues.

	7.
	CDC Councillor Update:  
Cllr Weller confirmed there was nothing further to report. 

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	Mr Robson presented his report and highlighted concerns regarding a loss of income resulting from issues with the main hall floor, which has become warped. The Clerk confirmed that she would locate the invoice for the contractors who carried out the work and pursue the matter with them.
Mr Robson also reiterated the position regarding Infinity's non-payment of rent for the bar area due to the roof issues. However, the Chairman advised that the roof works had now been completed and the ceiling repaired. Although some minor works remain outstanding, there is no longer any reason why rent payments should not resume.
Cllr Monnington queried why no income had been recorded for the Choir bookings despite them having taken place. Mr Robson acknowledged that this was an oversight on his part and confirmed that he would rectify the matter immediately. 

	8.2
	AGM – Mr Robson reported that it had been a low-key event whereby he had given the Chairmans and financial report.  The present trustees were invited to re-stand which they did, and their positions confirmed.

	8.3
	Licence – Mr Robson thanked Cllr Parsons for her work in reviewing the licence, which was forwarded to Infinity on 6 July. Infinity responded with three points for consideration, two of which have since been agreed. One minor outstanding issue remains, which Mr Robson is currently pursuing. Once this matter has been resolved, he will forward the modifications in the Licence to the Chairman which will then be circulated to the Councillors for approval. 

	8.4
	Roof Update – The Chairman reported that the roof works had been completed and expressed satisfaction with the quality of the workmanship. The effectiveness of the repairs will be monitored during periods of heavy rainfall to confirm that the leaks have been fully resolved.
The Chairman further advised that the contractors had repaired the ceiling and were scheduled to return to complete the finishing works, including repairs to the area of the corridor adjacent to the toilets.

	8.5
	Ferry Farm Grant - The Chairman reported that no application form has yet been received. A letter is currently being drafted to follow up the matter, expressing the Parish Council’s dissatisfaction with the way its requests have been handled. The letter will also seek clarification on the requirements and processes necessary to secure any future funding.

	8.6
	Health & Safety – Mr Robson expressed his thanks to the Clerk for her hard work in putting the emergency fire safety arrangements in place for the building. He reported that one of the Trustees had addressed the necessary health and safety requirements to ensure compliance with current legislation, including the implementation of a Lone Worker Policy, a signing-in system, and the provision of body cameras.

	8.7
	Signage – The Chairman reported that a new Community Hub sign had been installed at the entrance to the car park, setting out the rules and conditions for use of the site. The Clerk further advised that a smaller version of the Community Hub sign had been requested for installation on the building to ensure that all users are fully aware of the site's rules and regulations. Mr Robson confirmed that two additional directional signs are to be installed at the entrance to the driveway, one on each side, identifying the grounds.

	9.
	Training with Steve Tillbury – Future Actions
The Chairman reported that there have now been several separate small meetings together with the training and it was agreed for Cllr Tilley to organise a meeting date for all to attend to discuss a plan of action.  

	10.
	Business Forum 
The Clerk reported that, following discussions with local businesses, Cllr Ramm had suggested that the next meeting be deferred until mid-September. Councillors agreed to this proposal. Cllr Monnington confirmed that she would arrange a suitable date, enabling the Clerk to invite representatives from Chichester District Council's Business Development Team to attend and deliver a presentation.

	11.
	MPP Active Travel Plan
Cllr Tilley reported on the proposals discussed at the last MPP meeting to introduce a 20mph speed limit on all main and subsidiary roads across the Manhood Peninsula. Research has been undertaken into areas where similar speed reduction schemes have already been implemented. Potential measures to support compliance, including average speed cameras, were considered; however, these are costly, with installation costs estimated at approximately £155,000 per camera.
Cllr Tilley advised that a major capital project of this scale is unlikely to be considered before 2029, as other highway schemes have already been programmed and funded up to that date. In the meantime, it was recommended that applications for Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) should continue to be pursued. However, requests with a value exceeding £5,000 are likely to be rejected, and therefore smaller, individual TRO applications are more likely to be successful.
Under the Green Links across the Manhood (GLaM) initiative, Cllr Tilley reported that the Church Commissioners had agreed to permit access across their land to improve the Greenway network. The remaining difficulty lies with the section through Sidlesham.
The Chairman reported that, according to the Greenways Forum, progress is being made on the section through Hunston. Cllr Tilley added that further progress is dependent on West Sussex County Council funding. Improvements to the B2145 at Green Lane/Rotten Row are expected to be completed by 2027, while proposals relating to the A286 remain under consideration up to 2029.
Cllr Tilley also highlighted the Safer Access to School Scheme as a potential source of funding for future projects.

	12.
	Correspondence Received 

	12.1
	Letter from Jess Brown Fuller – the Clerk advised that unfortunately the Minister had refused to meet with us and she is holding a public meeting session at Aldwick Parish Council Friday the 10th July at 7pm.  The Chairman confirmed that we are chasing this matter up.

	13.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	14.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 30th June 2026 is £48,946.79.  All accounts £81,716.78.

	14.1
	Schedule of Account for Receipts
	Ref
	Who
	What
	Amount £

	14.1.1
	SCA
	Refund for Plumbing Work – Neil Hughes
	70.00

	14.1.2
	Yeep Lockers
	Monthly Rental 27/06 – 26/07/2026
	83.33

	14.1.3
	All Recycle Ltd
	Clothing Bank Rental
	40.00

	
	TOTAL
	
	193.33




	14.2
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount £

	14.2.1
	Clear Insurance Management
	Cyber Insurance
	420.25

	14.2.2
	Lowen Electrical Services Ltd
	PAT Testing – SMRG
	250.00

	14.2.3
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for May
	6.77

	14.2.4
	M H Kennedy & Son Ltd
	Grass Cutting Paddock Straight
	372,05

	14.2.5
	HMRC
	Tax/NI
	323.09

	14.2.6
	A Colban
	Salary
	1,430.78

	14.2.7
	A Colban
	Expenses between 14th May to 10th June
	59.15

	14.2.8
	CDC
	Emptying of Litter Bins SMRG
	63.80

	14.2.9
	Ginger Signs & Graphics
	SMRG New Community Hub Sign
	702.28

	14.2.10
	Harvey Collings
	Grass Cutting – Mill Site & Remove Rubbish
	108.00

	14.2.11
	Neil Hughes Plumbing
	Repairs at SMRG for plumbing
	70.00

	14.2.12
	LJ Building & Maintenance
	Decommission of AC Units, Removal and making good holes from the Units at SMRG
	1,400.00

	14.2.13
	LJ Building & Maintenance
	Deposit Invoice for Works to the Roof at SMRG
	7,250.00

	14.2.14
	Steve Tilbury Consulting
	Bespoke Training Session 25/06/2026
	500.00

	
	Total
	
	12,956.17

	14.2.15
	SMRG Fund
	Transfer to Current Account
	8,650.00




	

	
Cllr Guest proposed, and Cllr Harland seconded the summary of expenditure at 14.1.1 to 12.2.15 be accepted.  All agreed.  

	15.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items 
The Clerk asked that information about an asset package be considered for the recording and management of our assets.  She will circulate details accordingly.
The Chairman requested that when the Licence with Infinity is agreed, are Councillors happy for it to be circulated and agreed by email in order that this can be dealt with as soon as possible.  All agreed.

	19.
	Date of Next Meeting:  2nd September at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 21.25 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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