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Council launches new £105,000 Sustainability Grant Programme to support local businesses
Businesses are being invited by Chichester District Council to apply for a share of £105,000 in new sustainability grants designed to help reduce environmental impact, cut energy costs, and support greener growth.
 
The programme offers grants of up to £7,500 per business, providing a valuable opportunity for organisations to invest in sustainable improvements such as energy efficiency measures, low-carbon technologies, waste reduction initiatives, and more. Businesses are expected to match fund the grant by 50%. 
 
This funding is designed to support businesses with 2 to 40 employees, based in commercial premises within the Chichester District, to take practical steps towards sustainability. It aims to strengthen business resilience while contributing to broader environmental goals. Businesses can apply for this from 17 June 2026.
 
To mark the launch of the scheme, a lunch and learn session will take place on 17 June, offering businesses the chance to learn more about the funding, eligibility criteria, and application process. Attendees will also gain insights into how sustainability initiatives can drive long-term cost savings and business growth.
 
Businesses interested in applying are encouraged to register in advance for the launch event to secure their place and access further guidance. They can do this by visiting: www.ticketsource.com/chichester-district-council-economic-development. Tickets are free and are already going very quickly.
 
The scheme builds on the success of previous grant programmes delivered by the council, which have already helped a range of local businesses make meaningful, cost-saving improvements. A.S. Wallace Butchers and Deli upgraded their solar panels and installed battery storage, cutting energy costs and increasing self-sufficiency. Freestyle Kitchens replaced outdated lighting with energy-efficient LEDs, reducing energy use by up to 75% and lowering operating costs. Meanwhile, Thesis Technology Products installed an electric vehicle charging point for staff and company vehicles, supporting the transition to cleaner transport and reducing commuting emissions.
The council is also launching a new support platform, designed by a local specialist company called Giki, to assist businesses to plan sustainable improvements. The platform can help businesses to build a climate action plan, cut their energy costs with expert support and much more. It combines sustainability expertise with purpose-built design tools to make climate action faster, practical and accessible.
 
These initiatives underscore a commitment to supporting the local business community in transitioning to a greener future, while strengthening economic resilience.
Cllr Harsha Desai, Cabinet Member for Growth, Economic Development, Communication, Licensing and Events at Chichester District Council said:
“The sustainability grants represent a fantastic opportunity for local businesses to invest in their future while helping to protect our environment. By supporting organisations to adopt greener practices, we are not only reducing carbon emissions but also helping businesses become more resilient and cost-efficient.
 
“We have previously delivered a grant scheme like this, and the results were extremely positive with over 20 businesses benefitting. Three of these will be attending our lunch and learn event to talk about the difference it has made to them.
 
“Tickets for this event are going fast and so we are looking forward to speaking to the businesses attending and explaining how this funding and our support platform can support their sustainability ambitions.”
 
For further information on the grant scheme and the eligibility criteria, businesses should visit: www.chichester.gov.uk/sustainable-support-grant. Businesses will be able to apply for the grant on the same web page from 17 June.
 
ENDS
 
 
For further information, please contact Sarah Parker, Communications Manager on 01243 534537 or by emailing sjparker@chichester.gov.uk
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