	Minutes of Sidlesham Parish Council Planning Committee
Wednesday, 10th June 2026 at 7 pm
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane 

	

	Present:  Cllrs T Tull (Vice Chair), D Guest, M Mellodey, L Ramm, J Tilley, N Wade & the Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public. 

	1. 
	Welcome and Apologies for Absence – Cllrs A Harland, M Monnington & T Parsons.

	2. 
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests – Cllr L Ramm declared an interest in item 5.2.

	3. 
	Minutes of Last Planning Committee Meeting.  

	3.1. 
	Cllr M Mellodey proposed, and Cllr N Wade seconded, that the Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on the 13th May 2026 be signed as a correct record.  All agreed.

	4. 
	Planning Applications Discussed the 10th May 2026 under Item 9 for Ratification of Decisions Made for Agreement - None

	5. 
	New Planning Applications for Discussion.

	5.1. 
	SI/26/00877/FUL - Minor Dev – Dwellings - Land South Of 22 Chalk Lane, Chalk Lane, Sidlesham, West Sussex, PO20 7LY.  Demolition of three existing agricultural buildings and erection of 2 no. detached dwellings (alternative to 23/02909/PNO3, SI/23/01141/PA3Q and SI/23/00475/PA3Q). Variation of condition 2 (Plans) from planning permission SI/25/02503/FUL - increase ridge and eaves heights of roofs. Alterations to rooflights and solar panel siting and number.  After discussion, it was agreed.  NO OBJECTION

	5.2. 
	SI/26/01065/PA3Q - Prior Approvals - Land North Of Applegate Nursery, Fletchers Lane, Sidlesham, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 7QG.  Class Q (c) Application for Prior Approval - Change of Use of Agricultural Building to 7 no. Dwellings (C3 Use Class).  After discussion, it was agreed that we continue to contend that glass houses are not suitable for conversion to residential use and Objected to this application. It was agreed for Cllr Wade to draw up our grounds for objection for CDC Planning, which he will pass to the Clerk for submission.  (Attached)

	5.3. 
	SI/26/01093/PA3Q - Prior Approvals - Meadowcroft Nursery, Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 7QQ.  Class Q (c) Application for Prior Approval - Change of Use of Agricultural Building to 1no Dwelling (C3 Use Class).  After discussion it was agreed to OBJECT  to this application as above. 

	5.4. 
	SI/26/01067/PA3Q - Prior Approvals - Dubbeldam Flowers, Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 7QQ.  Class Q (c) Prior Approval application for Change of Use of Agricultural Building to 1 no Dwelling (C3 Use Class). After discussion it was agreed to OBJECT to this application as above.

	5.5. 
	SI/26/01035/FUL - Minor Dev - Office/R andD/Light Industry - Walnut Farm Science Park, Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, West Sussex.  Demolition of existing lean-to building and construction of replacement building within Class E(g) use (office, research, and development and light industry). After discussion it was agreed NO OBJECTION but would comment that no information is given for the handling of foul drainage or the number of employees.

	5.6. 
	SI/26/01137/TCA - Tree Apps (TCA's and TPA's) - Church Cottage, Church Lane, Sidlesham, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 7RH.  Notification of intention to fell 1 no. Monterey Pine tree (T1).  After discussion it  was agreed NO OBJECTION but would leave it to the Tree Officer for his decision.

	5.7. 
	SI/26/01179/LBC - Other Dev - LBC's Alter/Extend - Fairview, Lockgate Road, Sidlesham, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 7QE. Replacement roof and fenestration alongside internal alterations.  It was agreed NO OBJECTION and would leave he decision to the Listed Buildings Officer.

	6. 
	 Planning Decisions 

	6.1
	SI/26/00649/FUL - Meadowcroft Nursery Lockgate Road Sidlesham West Sussex PO20 7QQ.
Demolition of greenhouse, piggery and battery buildings and erection of 2no dwellings as alternative
to Class Q approvals SI/23/02600/PA3Q and SI/24/00826/PA3Q. (Variation of condition 2 of
permission 25/02403/FUL - change to dwelling elevational treatment, brickwork and timber
boarding proportions on the front to match this permitted on the rear).  PERMIT WITH S106.

	6.2
	SI/26/00358/DOM- Boskerris Mill Lane Sidlesham West Sussex PO20 7LU.  Removal of existing roof tiles and installation of new tiles.  PERMIT.

	6.3
	SI/26/00751/DOM - Willow House Mill Lane Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7NA. Single
storey side extension to east elevation and first-floor pitched-roof extension, with no. dormers and
1 no. roof light to south and north elevations. Balcony to east elevation. PERMIT

	6.4
	SI/26/00794/PA3Q - Land West Of 1 Brickfield Cottages Rotten Row Sidlesham West Sussex. 
Prior approval - change of use of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling.  PRIOR APPROVAL
REQUIRED HEREBY PERMITTED

	6.5
	SI/26/00794/PA3Q - Sonatine 44 Keynor Lane Sidlesham West Sussex PO20 7NG.  Prior approval for change of use of 2 no. agricultural buildings to 1 no. dwelling with garage/storage and associated works.  PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIRED HEREBY PERMITTED

	6.6
	SI/26/00965/PNO3R - Meadowcroft Nursery Lockgate Road Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7QQ.  Use of building (aggregate floor area not exceeding 150 sqm) for a flexible commercial use, namely for Class B8 (storage) purposes.  NO OBJECTION

	7.
	Enforcement Orders 

	7.1
	Letter regarding Tony Partridge Autos, investigation into the alleged breaches of planning permission 97?00171/FUL.  Cllrs M Mellodey & N Wade confirmed that they are going to meet with the owner to discuss this matter.

	8
	Appeals 

	8.1
	Confirmation of Melita Appeal SI/25/00814/FUL starting Monday 6th July 2026 at 9.00 am.  Cllr Mellodey confirmed that the Clerk had received confirmation from CDC that all matters were in order, although no additional breaches were being included in their update to the Inspector. He also advised that attendance would be required each day to demonstrate support, and it is believed that residents will be permitted to speak and submit their comments.
Cllr Mellodey confirmed that he will attend on the first day and it was agreed that the Clerk will circulate the relevant dates seeking confirmation of attendance from other councillors for the remaining days.

	9.
	Planning Correspondence and Other Planning Matters

	9.1
	The Clerk reported receipt of an email from Enforcement re Plot 2 Ham Road in response from a resident which has been circulated.   


	9.2
	The Clerk reported a response from Enforcement regarding Land North of 36 Chalk Lane, stating they consider this matter as a low risk.  Cllr Mellodey confirmed we need to monitor the position and report matters as they occur.

	10.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance 

	10.1
	Cllr Tull raised the question regarding red flagging planning applications for committee review to Cllr Johnson who had arrived.  Councillor Johnson advised that, where Parish Councils have concerns regarding a planning application, the most effective approach is to request a “gateway assessment.” This would involve her meeting with the Chair and the Planning Officer for that application to discuss whether it should be referred to committee. She explained that under the Scheme of Delegation, a change in the method of determination can be made by mutual agreement through this gateway assessment process, which is more likely to achieve a positive outcome than simply raising a red flag.
Councillor Johnson also emphasised the importance of maintaining close communication with her where concerns arise, particularly if these are to be progressed through the gateway assessment process.
It was agreed to notify Cllr Johnson of the three greenhouse conversion applications so that she can review them and liaise further with the Planning Officers. It was also agreed that the Parish Council would seek to arrange a meeting with CDC regarding planning as a matter of urgency.


	11.
	Date of Next Meeting – The date for the next meeting is the 8th July 2026 at 7pm. 



Meeting ended at 19.44pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council	


Sidlesham Parish Council (SPC) continues to contend that glass houses are not suitable for conversion to residential use.  We therefore object to this application.
Class Q calls for “a Reasonable amount of work”, namely:
“Paragraph 105 of the Government’s online Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) seeks to clarify the scope of Class Q: “It is not the intention of the permitted development right to allow rebuilding work which would go beyond what is reasonably necessary for the conversion of the building to residential use. Therefore, it is only where the existing building is already suitable for conversion to residential use that the building would be considered to have the permitted development right”
The structure of a glasshouse is not capable of conversion to a functioning residential dwelling without substantial rebuilding, and therefore fails the fundamental test established in Hibbitt & Another v SSCLG [2016] EWHC 2853 (Admin).  In that judgment, the High Court held that Class Q applies only to genuine “conversions” and not to cases where the works would amount to a “rebuild”.  Glasshouses and similar lightweight horticultural buildings lack load‑bearing walls, foundations, and structural integrity, and cannot support the necessary insulation, roof structure, or residential loading without wholesale replacement of the envelope.  Appeal decisions such as APP/Y0435/W/17/3178819 (Milton Keynes) and APP/X1545/W/18/3198538 (Maldon District) confirm that glasshouses and polytunnels are not agricultural buildings capable of conversion and that the extent of works required would go well beyond what Class Q permits.  Accordingly, the proposal fails to meet the requirements of Paragraph Q.1(i) of the GPDO and must be refused.
In sum, a glasshouse must always fail under Class Q because:
· It is not an agricultural building in the GPDO sense.
· It is not structurally capable of conversion.
· Any attempt to convert it would effectively amount to a rebuild, which is prohibited under Class Q.
As a parish council we are fundamentally concerned that this application, as with others relating to glasshouses, continue to assume the capability for conversion despite the continued use of the existing (delicate) glass within a lightweight superstructure, installed at time when there was no legislative requirements that meet BS EN 12150 or BS EN 14449 standards.
Should CDC be minded to permit this application for conversion or development on a Local Settlement Area (LSA) glasshouse site, despite the test cases provided and the specific concerns regarding the safety standards of the existing glass structures, SPC further submits that the proposal, while complying with the design parameters of PA3Q, fails to meet the good planning practice guidelines in the NPPF, Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) and CDC Local Plan.
Under PA3Q, the maximum of seven dwellings (6 × 150 m² and 1 × 100 m², totalling 1,000 m² cumulative floorspace limit) must be contained within the footprint of the qualifying building(s).  This would in the majority of cases force all new dwellings into a disproportionately small section of the wider holding, resulting in a layout that is over‑intensive, visually dominant, and out of keeping with the dispersed rural character of the surrounding landscape and village.


