	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 10th June 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs D Guest, L Ramm, J Tilley, T Tull & N Wade.  Cllr D Johnson CDC, Mr N Robson (SCA Chairman/Treasurer), the Clerk 3 members of the Public. (Cllr A Harland arrived later in the meeting)
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded and filmed by one member of the public.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence –The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting & gave apologies for Cllrs A Harland, M Monnington & T Parsons.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). None.

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr L Ramm proposed, and Cllr J Tilley seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2026 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Cllr I Mayne sent her apologies and the Chairman read out a statement from her in which she touched on Local Government Reorganisation which Cllr D Johnson expanded on.  Cllr Johnson stated there were concerns regarding the proposed local government reorganisation and the rationale behind the suggested creation of two unitary authorities.  Boroughs and district councils have expressed a lack of clarity on how the Government reached its conclusions and reported that questions raised have not been adequately answered.  The proposed structure groups Chichester with Crawley, Horsham and Mid Sussex, and Arun, Adur and Worthing separately.  The Leader of Chichester District Council has written to the Minister stating the proposal cannot currently be justified.  Districts and boroughs are robustly opposing the proposal, while West Sussex County Council appears more accepting.  Concerns were noted regarding alignment with Crawley due to its urban nature and the potential for smaller areas to be overshadowed, although this option may be financially stronger. Alignment with coastal authorities was considered to better reflect community identity but may present financial challenges.  It was noted that there remains significant uncertainty regarding the proposals.

	6.2
	Beggars Lane.  The Chairman provided a brief update on the current position and outlined the objectives being pursued. He reported that progress is being made and that a meeting with a contractor is scheduled for the end of the month.

	7.
	CDC Councillor Update:  
Cllr Johnson reported on Gypsy and Traveller (G&T) provision, noting the authority was previously 13 pitches short of its allocation, but with six additional sites now permitted, the shortfall has reduced to seven.  This improved position may assist in resisting further applications in this area.  
However, it was noted that the Government has increased housing targets by 20% from July, which may impact the five-year land supply position and could result in the ‘tilted balance’ being applied, potentially leading to an increase in speculative applications. The Council is awaiting updated figures from County, recognising that the current position remains uncertain and very tight.
Cllr Wade asked for confirmation of these G & T sites as he had read they are referring to them as only Traveller sites.  Cllr Johnson confirmed that the correct terminology remains “Gypsies and Travellers”.
The Chairman asked about the Local Plan.  Cllr Johnson confirmed that CDC is required to begin preparation of a new Local Plan, despite uncertainty over future governance arrangements. It is anticipated and hoped that this may ultimately need to align with emerging unitary authority structures, although this remains unclear. 

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	Mr Robson asked Councillors to note that the AGM will take place on 2 July 2026 at 7.00pm at the Memorial Community Hub.  He reported that the annual accounts have been submitted to the auditor and are largely complete, with all figures confirmed as correct.  A matter of contention remains regarding the presentation of his report, as the auditor has suggested that issues relating to the three trustees should be set out in a separate report rather than included within the main report.  Mr Robson advised that he has sought guidance from the Charity Commission, which indicated this is not an issue, and the matter will be revisited once the auditor returns from leave. 
Mr Robson reported on three key issues.
Firstly, he advised that ceiling panels in the Infinity Bar had collapsed.  It had been agreed that Infinity would not pay rent until repairs were completed. The issue has been ongoing since January and remains unresolved. Infinity has indicated it does not intend to resume rental payments until the repair is completed.  The Chairman noted that this matter is included on the agenda and a decision would be made shortly, with a repair date to be arranged.
Secondly, Mr Robson reported that a new computerised booking system has been introduced and appears to be operating satisfactorily.
Thirdly, he advised that the updated agreement with Infinity has not yet been finalised.  The Chairman confirmed that a revised draft agreement is available, with some further amendments required, and will be shared with Mr Robson in the coming days.
Mr Robson also reported on correspondence received from the Woodger Trust, which has raised several points and deferred making a final decision.  The Trust has requested more detailed business information and clarification regarding additional funding contributions to the project. While grant funding has been suggested by Infinity, no confirmed funding has yet been secured.  The Chairman noted that progress is being delayed by the lack of a finalised licence agreement with Infinity. A proposed 10-year tenure is required to enable Infinity to apply for funding, and this needs to be resolved.  It was further noted that reliance on arts and theatre elements alone is unlikely to strengthen an application with the Trust and that additional sources of funding will need to be identified.

	8.2
	Roof Update – The Chairman confirmed that quotations had been circulated, received and reviewed by all councillors. Following discussion, it was agreed to appoint L J Building & Maintenance to undertake the roof repair, including a five-year guarantee. Six councillors voted in favour, with one abstention, and the motion was carried. 

	8.3
	Ferry Farm Grant - The Chairman reported that a response had been received from Mr Nichols confirming that the Board has not declined the request and will be issuing a form to apply for a further £5,000. It was agreed that the form will be completed and submitted once received, and councillors will be updated accordingly.

	8.4
	Health & Safety – The Clerk reported that the fire extinguishers had been serviced and checked, resulting in three being replaced, and noted that a further extinguisher in the Infinity Bar still requires inspection.  She advised that emergency doors had been checked, with some remedial work undertaken to ensure they open and close correctly.  A contractor will be arranged in July to service and, where necessary, replace the emergency lighting.  A Fire Safety inspection by West Sussex Fire Service was due to take place last week, but due to the inspector’s ill health it will be re-arranged for July.  The Clerk confirmed that weekly inspection checklists for fire doors, fire alarms, emergency lighting and Legionella are now in place in the meeting room filing cabinet.  She also reported that additional signage and keys required for checking individual alarm points will be put in place during July.  The Chairman requested that, once all arrangements are in place, responsibility for carrying out and maintaining these checks be handed over to SCA. Mr Robson confirmed that he had noted this request.

	9.
	Pollinated Highway/Paddock Straight 
The Chairman welcomed Dr L Bromley who then proceeded to give a short presentation on the status of our present section of the Paddock Straight.  Dr Bromley’s slide show is attached herewith.  
Dr Bromley reported that a resident had raised concerns regarding the siting of a pollinator sign, believing it to be on their property and requesting its removal, despite initial checks indicating it was on West Sussex County Council land.  As a compromise, it was agreed to retain the posts (having been professionally installed) but to remove the sign temporarily, while Councillors will approach the resident to seek a resolution.  Dr Bromley confirmed that the sign is only displayed during the spring and summer months and is removed for protection.  She reported that the project has been successful, with encouraging results from the wildflower planting.
Dr Bromley reported an offer of support had been received from a local organisation to fund a further pollinator highway. Dr Bromley suggested a potential location extending southwards from the garage along Paddock Straight, noting there was no urgency and alternative sites are available.  It was confirmed that any further works would not commence until the new year, allowing time to liaise with the Council’s grounds maintenance contractor.  Dr Bromley advised that a member of her group would arrange for the temporary removal of the sign.  Councillors agreed to proceed with a second pollinator highway.
Dr Bromley was also asked about works undertaken on village ponds. She confirmed that works had been carried on Willow Glen, including clearance, although care had been taken not to over-clear following the discovery of water voles. Repairs to fencing had also been completed, which the Chairman commended, thanking her for the high standard of work.  The Chairman thanked Dr Bromley for her continued support, and she then left the meeting.

	10.
	Business Forum 
Cllr Ramm reported that there had been no further developments regarding the Business Forum to date.  Cllr Ramm stated that upon Cllr Monnington’s return from holiday, a date will be arranged for the next meeting.  Cllr Ram further advised that the owner of Berries on Tap has been approached to provide a presentation, and a response is awaited.

	11.
	APM - Review
The Chairman asked councillors whether they had received any feedback regarding the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Tull enquired about attendance figures. The Clerk reported that approximately 58 people attended, which was slightly higher than the previous year. Cllr Tull commented that, given the turnout, the event felt relatively expensive. The Chairman noted that costs could be reviewed ahead of next year’s meeting.
Cllr Wade reported that feedback he had received suggested residents would have preferred more time for discussion, rather than a larger number of presentations. Again, this is something that could be looked at for next year.  The Chairman concluded that, overall, he felt the meeting had gone well.

	12.
	Correspondence Received 

	12.1
	Letter of Complaint regarding Footpath 62 – Resolved.

	12.2
	Letter to Chichester Observer from P Montyn re A27.  All councillors were in support and the Chairman confirmed that a response from us had been made.  The Clerk will circulate.

	13.
	Review of Policies
The Clerk confirmed no changes to the following policies, Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Data Retention Policy, Financial Risk Assessment, Freedom of Information, GDPR, Health & Safety at Work Policy, Home Alone Working Policy, Social Media Policy & Training & Development Policy.  Councillors approved all.

	14.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	15.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 31st May 2026 is £53,112.59.  All accounts £94,532.58.

	15.1
	Schedule of Account for Receipts
	Ref
	Who
	What
	Amount £

	15.1.1
	SCA
	SMRG - Refund of Mower Fuel less VAT
	27.74

	15.1.2
	St Mary’s Church
	Refund for replacement Defibrillator Pads.
	78.00

	15.1.3
	Clothing Bank
	Rental fee for March
	40.00

	15.1.4
	Cllr M Mellodey
	SMRG – Refund of Mower Fuel less VAT
	26.48

	15.1.5
	Unity Trust Bank
	Refund of Bank Charges made in Error
	11.80

	15.1.6
	SCA
	SMRG – Refund of Line Paint less VAT
	89.97

	15.1.7
	Clothing Bank
	Rental Fee for April 
	40.00

	15.1.8
	YEEP Lockers
	SMRG – Lockers
	83.33

	15.1.9
	Unity Trust Bank
	Reserve Account – Interest
	60.14

	15.1.10
	Unity Trust Bank
	Playground Fund – Interest
	43.93

	15.1.11
	Unity Trust Bank
	Mowing Equipment Fund – Interest
	27.20

	15.1.12
	Unity Trust Bank
	SMRG Maintenance Fund – Interest
	81.26

	
	TOTAL
	
	609.85




	15.2
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount £

	15.2.1
	Mail Boxes Etc
	Printing of APM Leaflets
	159.60

	15.2.2
	Cllr M Mellodey
	SMRG – Mower Fuel
	33.29

	15.2.3
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for April
	11.20

	15.2.4
	Chris Milford
	Repairs to Fingerpost Highleigh Road/Rotten Row
	480.00

	15.2.5
	CDC
	Contribution for MPP Project Officer 26/27
	200.00

	15.2.6
	Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd
	Internal End of Year Audit
	213.24

	15.2.7
	Cllr M Mellodey
	SMRG Mower Fuel
	31.78

	15.2.8
	M H Kennedy & Son Ltd
	Paddock Straight April Grass Cutting plus fuel surcharge £10.00
	373.25

	15.2.9
	Severnside Defibs & Training Ltd
	New Battery for SMRG Defibrillator
	180.00

	15.2.10
	Harvey Collins
	Grass Cutting – Village 
	150.00

	15.2.11
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	476.60

	15.2.12
	Ms A Colban
	Salary April/May
	1,687.82

	15.2.13
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses 9th April – 13th May
	61.11

	15.2.14
	CDC
	SMRG – Emptying of Bins
	63.80

	15.2.15
	Dor-2-Dor
	Distribution of Leaflets
	295.20

	15.2.16
	Vfm & Grassline
	White Line Paint – SMRG Pitch & Grounds
	107.96

	15.2.17
	Clear Councils
	Insurance
	2,280.51

	15.2.18
	M Turner
	SMRG Playground
	51.39

	15.2.19
	United Fire Extinguishers
	SMRG – Checking of Fire Extinguishers
	416.40

	
	Total
	
	7,273.15




	

	
Cllr Harland proposed, and Cllr Mellodey seconded the summary of expenditure at 15.1.1 to 15.2.19 be accepted.  All agreed.  

	18.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items - None

	19.
	Date of Next Meeting:  8th July at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 21.02 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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