SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD AT SIDLESHAM MEMORIAL RECREATION GROUND HALL WEDNESDAY 20th  MAY 2026 AT 7:00PM 

Councillors Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs D Guest, M Monnington, T Parsons, T Tull & N Wade & the Clerk.
Also Present:   54 Sidlesham parishioners. 

Apologies:  Cllr A Harland, Cllr L Ramm & Cllr J Tilley 

1. Welcome

Cllr Mellodey welcomed parishioners and Councillors to the 2026 Annual Parish Meeting.   

2. Chairman’s Parish Council Annual Report

The Chairman opened the meeting and asked for a proposer and seconder for the approval of the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on the 21st May 2025.  Cllr D Guest proposed, and Cllr N Wade seconded that they be approved and signed.  All agreed. 

The Chairmen then read his report, a copy of which is attached as Appendix A. 

3. Questions from the Public

The Chairman then opened the session for questions.
A resident raised concerns regarding noise pollution from bird scarers. He confirmed that he had been in contact with Councillor Wade and Chichester District Council and queried the Parish Council’s position on the matter, noting that the current use does not comply with National Farmers’ Union guidance or Environment Agency expectations. The resident further advised that he had undertaken extensive research and had contacted and spoken with both Chichester District Council and Barfoots, who had indicated that they would ensure compliance. However, he reported that the season has now recommenced and there has been no change from the previous year in relation to the operation of the bird scarers.
Councillor Wade advised that he would arrange a meeting with the affected parishioner, Mr P Thompson Barfoots, Chichester District Council, and resident representatives. He confirmed that steps will be taken to ensure the scarers comply with relevant legislation and that he expects to arrange a meeting in the following week.

Another resident paid tribute to Cllr C Hall, who served the parish for over 15 years. It was noted that she and her husband contributed significantly to the Village Community Association, STAG, the playground, and the village sign. The Council endorsed these comments and recognised her longstanding commitment and service to the community.

A further question was raised regarding the proposed pedestrian crossing from the Manhood across to Keynor Lane leading to the school. Councillor Parsons confirmed that there are complex issues affecting the feasibility of installing a crossing, and that it is not currently considered suitable. However, the Parish Council continues to pursue the matter and emphasised that support from residents is essential to progress the scheme.

A resident queried whether the proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for Highleigh Road would negatively affect the nursery, particularly in relation to delivery vehicles. It was noted that the nursery would still be able to receive deliveries. The TRO is intended to reduce the use of the road as a “rat run,” rather than restrict necessary access.

Another resident asked that thanks be extended to members of the public who regularly undertake litter picking within the parish. These individuals often work anonymously, and the Parish Council expressed its appreciation for their efforts, acknowledging that many volunteers contribute to the parish in ways that are not always visible.

Concerns were raised regarding the number of Gypsy and Traveller sites. The parishioner stated that when they moved to the area there were only two sites, and this has increased to five over the past 20 years.

The Chairman responded that the Council is aware of the concerns and understands the issues. It was noted that Chichester District Council’s Local Plan indicates the Sidlesham has already provided more than its fair share of Gypsy and Traveller sites, and further development should not be supported. The Parish Council will continue to object to additional sites, fight the increasing overcrowding of present sites, breaches of planning and seek stronger enforcement support.
The issue of the Neighbourhood Plan was also discussed. While the parish has a Village Design Statement to guide planning decisions, progress has been delayed due to wider changes in planning policy, including national reforms (NPPF). Councillor Parsons explained that recent changes from Government have placed restrictions on what can be included within a Neighbourhood Plan, in that it cannot duplicate or restate policies already set out within the NPPF. However, progress is being made to complete our NP.  The Council confirmed it will continue to oppose inappropriate development where possible.
A resident highlighted communication issues, noting that the Memorial Hall website and Facebook pages are not regularly updated, making it difficult to access information. The Chairman acknowledged this and confirmed that while updates are included in the parish magazine, distribution is limited. It was further noted that although the Parish Council owns the Memorial Hall, it is managed by the SCA, who are responsible for publicising events and information. However, the Parish Council is working collaboratively with the SCA to develop a newsletter, which it is hoped will be circulated both digitally and in printed form to better inform residents of parish events and activities. The Parish Council website does include information when provided by the SCA, and updates are also displayed on parish notice boards where possible.
As no further questions were forthcoming, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm encouraging those present to participate in the refreshments before our first presentation by Mr C Scott.

4. Presentation by Chris Scott – Community Emergency Hub – Could you help your community in a time of Disruption? 

For details of the presentation, please see Appendix B attached to these Minutes.  
A presentation was given on the Community Resilience and Emergency Scheme, which has been introduced this year. It was explained that the scheme is not limited to flooding but covers a wide range of emergency situations and disruptions, including severe weather and power outages. The focus is on supporting the most vulnerable members of the community and enabling residents to assist one another before emergency services are able to respond.
The scheme encourages communities to work together by offering practical support such as collecting prescriptions, sharing resources, checking on neighbours, and coordinating local skills such as first aid and communications. Chris stated that the Hall was a perfect setting for a Community Hub, providing a central place where residents can go for information, shelter, water, and basic facilities. Although Chris did say this does not require a purpose-built venue, but rather any suitable location with essential amenities. 
Chris advised that the scheme enables the sharing of trusted information, coordination of local volunteers, and provision of support during emergencies such as a widespread power outage. It was emphasised that emergency services cannot always be immediately available, and therefore local preparedness is key.  It was noted that the scheme can be established with a small group (approximately five people), with training, equipment, and practice exercises provided by the supporting agency. The scheme is community-led but supported by external organisations and is considered straightforward to implement. 
During questions, a resident commented on frequent power outages in the area and expressed that such a scheme would be beneficial to those needing support. The presenter confirmed that guidance materials are available, including a booklet outlining key risks for the area, and these will be shared with the Parish Council along with supporting leaflets.
A further question was raised regarding leadership of the scheme. It was acknowledged that while a lead person would be helpful, responsibilities can be shared, with roles agreed collaboratively by those involved at the outset.
The Chairman thanked Mr Scott for his presentation and introduced Louise Barnetson.

5. Presentation: Water Champion West Sussex Rivers Trust by Louise Barnetson – Talk about the various problems impacting the health of our water environment and how we can all be part of the solution pertinent to Sidlesham Parish Rife’s and drainage.  

For details of the presentation, please see Appendix C attached to these Minutes.  
A presentation was given by Louise from the Western Sussex Rivers Trust who work with Downs to the Sea Project and the RSPB.
Louise outlined the water cycle and highlighted key environmental issues affecting the area, particularly the elevated levels of nitrates and phosphates, which are significantly above acceptable thresholds. It was explained that this is largely due to a combination of sewer overflows, where rainwater mixes with sewage, and infrastructure that has not kept pace with increased development. This has contributed to flooding and pollution, particularly during periods of high-water levels and increasingly wet winters linked to climate change.
It was noted that while Southern Water has plans to upgrade infrastructure, these improvements are not expected in the immediate future.
Louise explained what actions individuals and communities can take, including:
- Staying informed and reporting pollution or sewage spills to the Environment Agency and Southern Water.
- Contacting our local MP Jess Brown Fuller 
- Supporting better water management to prevent pollution entering rivers
The presentation also covered riparian rights, wildlife protection (including water voles), and best practices for ditch management. Guidance included:
- Allowing watercourses to flow naturally where possible
- Preferring ditches over culverts
- Managing ditch clearance by alternating sides over different years
- Avoiding excessive cutting back to protect habitats
- Removing invasive and non-native species
- Considering features such as ponds to help manage water flow naturally.
Louise emphasised the importance of balancing maintenance with environmental protection to support biodiversity.
During questions:
A resident referred to a report that he had had carried out relating to the Highleigh area and offered to share it for wider circulation. Louise requested a copy.
A question was raised regarding responsibility for waterways. Louise confirmed that where a watercourse runs through private land, the landowner holds riparian responsibility up to the midpoint of the watercourse. The Environment Agency is not directly responsible but has enforcement powers and, as a last resort, can carry out works and recharge the landowner.
A resident asked about the Highleigh Rife, and Louise confirmed that, to her knowledge, there are currently no specific Environment Agency plans in place for it.
Louise added that the Trust aims to work with landowners and farmers to encourage improved land management practices, such as buffer strips and hedgerows, and to help secure funding to support more sustainable farming.
A final question was raised regarding high nitrate levels in local watercourses around Sidlesham. It was reported that no specific action is currently being taken to address this.
The Chairman thanked Louise for her informative presentation.
The Chairman then thanked all those who were present and hope they had enjoyed the evening. He then closed the meeting at 21.15 pm.

