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Chichester District Council to start work on new Local Plan this summer
 
[bookmark: _Hlk140137942]Chichester District Council will formally begin work on a new Chichester Local Plan, in line with new national plan-making requirements introduced by the government.
 
The decision was approved by councillors at a Full Council meeting on 19 May, where funding was also authorised to support this work.
 
Chichester District Council is one of 39 councils across England that are now required to begin preparing new Local Plans following government regulations that came into force in March this year. These regulations require planning authorities to reset their timetables and start preparation under a new national plan‑making system. 
 
By law, the council is required to announce its intention to start a new Local Plan — known as a ‘Notice of Intention to Commence’ — and to publish a timetable by 30 June 2026. The timetable must follow the government’s new 30‑month plan‑making timescale, indicating the expected timeline for delivery, which applies to all Local Plans prepared under the new system.
 
The council adopted its current Chichester Local Plan last year, following a complex and lengthy process that involved addressing a number of significant challenges, particularly around roads, wastewater, and water neutrality. The plan, which covers the area of the Chichester District outside the South Downs National Park, identifies housing requirements and development areas to support economic growth and deliver new homes. It also includes a wide range of policies addressing areas such as design standards, climate change, and the natural environment.
 
Cllr Bill Brisbane, Cabinet Member for Planning at Chichester District Council, said: “The Government is now requiring Chichester District Council, along with 38 other local authorities in England, to produce a new Local Plan. For our council, this comes just eight months after adopting the Chichester Local Plan 2021–2039. There are two major flaws in the Government’s approach: unrealistic timescales for the plan preparation process and a lack of alignment with decisions on Local Government Reorganisation.
 
“The Government’s proposed timescales are extremely challenging, particularly as full guidance on plan preparation has yet to be published. The proposed 30‑month programme for preparing and adopting a new local plan is not realistic. While the council recognises the Government’s ambition to boost housebuilding, this should not come at the expense of current or future residents, who could otherwise face adverse social, economic and environmental consequences from poorly located and unsustainable development.
 
“In addition, the council - like all other authorities in West Sussex - is navigating the process of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). Despite requests to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, we have not been able to determine what joint plan-making work can proceed without clarity on the boundaries of any future unitary authority. This uncertainty is preventing effective and meaningful collaboration on cross-boundary development strategies.”
 
The first step in preparing the new Local Plan is an early public and stakeholder consultation, formally known as the scoping consultation. This gives residents, businesses and organisations an opportunity to comment on what the new plan should cover and how they would like to be involved as it is developed. This early engagement helps the council set the overall direction of the plan, including what evidence will be needed to support it and how that evidence will be prepared.
 
Further details on how communities, partners and stakeholders can get involved in the early stages of preparing the new Chichester Local Plan will be published over the coming months. To keep up to date on the latest news, you can sign up for email notifications on our planning consultation platform at: www.chichester.gov.uk/planningpolicyconsultations. Simply register for an account using the link in the top right corner of the page — if you don’t already have one — and when asked about topics, select ‘Local Plan’. 
 
Local Plans guide future development and provide the policies against which planning applications will be assessed. They also support parish councils in preparing neighbourhood plans. People can find the proposed timetable for the new Chichester Local Plan at: www.chichester.gov.uk/planningpolicy 
For further information, please contact Terri Foster, Senior Communications Officer, Chichester District Council on 01243 534679.
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Have your say on dog control
rules in public spaces
Justvisit: etstatk chichestergowsk/dogsinpublicspaces:
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