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Communities invited to give feedback on dog control rules for the Chichester District
 
Residents, businesses, community groups and organisations are being invited to have their say on dog control rules in public spaces across the Chichester District, as a new public consultation launches today (Friday 8 May).
 
Chichester District Council is reviewing the rules for dogs in public spaces and is seeking views on proposals to extend and amend the existing Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) for dog control, which is due to expire in October 2026. The consultation gives people the opportunity to comment on the council’s proposals and people can take part by visiting: https://letstalk.chichester.gov.uk/dogsinpublicspaces/participate.
 
Under the current PSPO, the requirement to immediately remove dog mess applies only to public land, such as footpaths, verges, parks and the foreshore. We are now proposing to extend this requirement so that it applies to all publicly accessible land across the district, including privately owned land that is open to the public and free to enter, excluding Forestry Commission land. This would mean that dog fouling measures would apply to the same areas as the current requirement to keep dogs on leads when directed by an authorised officer. 
 
Dogs are welcome in most public spaces, but it is generally recognised that having some designated areas where people can exercise or spend leisure time without dogs can be beneficial — for example, fenced children’s play areas.
 
Under the proposals, all existing dog exclusion areas would remain in place, both year‑round and seasonal. This includes year-round exclusions in all fenced children’s play areas on public land and in Priory Park and Bishop’s Palace Gardens in Chichester, as well as the seasonal exclusion in a section of Selsey Beach from May to September each year. In addition, we are proposing to extend dog exclusion rules so that all fenced publicly accessible children’s play areas on privately owned land are also dog-free throughout the year. Publicly owned children’s play areas will continue to be dog free.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk134104485]Cllr Jonathan Brown, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Environmental Strategy at Chichester District Council, says: “Public spaces play an important role in everyday life across the district, and we want to ensure they can be enjoyed by everyone.
 
“We know that most dog owners are responsible, but unfortunately some people do not pick up after their dog or keep their dog under proper control. This Public Space Protection Order helps us tackle these issues, which can negatively affect our communities and wildlife, and spoil people’s enjoyment of our beaches and open spaces, while also encouraging responsible dog ownership.
 
“This consultation is an important opportunity for residents, businesses and community groups to tell us what they think of the proposals. The survey is designed to be quick and straightforward, and people can choose to respond only to the parts that interest them.”
 
Although not part of the proposed 2026–2029 PSPO, the consultation also seeks early views on whether additional dog‑control measures may be needed in designated locations within the Chichester Harbour Area in the future. This follows evidence that off‑lead dogs can disturb protected bird species. 
 
A copy of the draft PSPO and answers to frequently asked questions about how the order works and why it is used can be found on the council’s consultation web hub: https://letstalk.chichester.gov.uk/dogsinpublicspaces. People can share their views in the survey by visiting https://letstalk.chichester.gov.uk/dogsinpublicspaces/participate before 5pm on Friday 5 June 2026. A paper copy of the survey can be requested by emailing letstalk@chichester.gov.uk.
 
Anyone who would like to be notified of future Chichester District Council consultations can join the council’s Let’s Talk Panel. By signing up, they will be notified about upcoming consultations by email and can choose whether or not to take part. People can join by visiting:
www.chichester.gov.uk/letstalkpanel
For further information, please contact Terri Foster, Senior Communications Officer at Chichester District Council on 01243 534537.
	 [image: ]
	Terri Foster
Senior Communications Officer
Communications
Chichester District Council


 
	Ext: 21226 | Tel: 01243521226 | tfoster@chichester.gov.uk | https://www.chichester.gov.uk

	East Pallant House opening hours: 9am-4pm Monday to Friday

	[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
	


[image: ]

image2.gif
R i,

»@%
=S




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg
2




image7.jpeg
A

3




image8.jpeg
Have your say on dog control
rules in public spaces
Justvisit: etstatk chichestergowsk/dogsinpublicspaces:





image1.png
Media Release

East Pallant House, 1 East Pallant, Chichester PO19 1TY
Tel: 01243 534679 Email: publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk





