	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 13th May 2025
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs A Harland, M Monnington, T Parsons, L Ramm, J Tilley & T Tull.  Mr N Robson (Chairman & Treasurer to SCA) & the Clerk. 1 member of the Public 

	1.
	Election of Chairman – Cllr M Monnington thanked Cllr Mellodey for all his hard work which was endorsed by all councillors present.  Cllr T Parsons proposed that Cllr M Mellodey remain as Chairman & Cllr T Tull seconded.  All agreed. Cllr M Mellodey accepted.  

	2.
	Election of Vice Chairman – Despite Cllr N Wade not being in attendance he had confirmed to the Clerk he was happy to continue as Vice Chairman if no other councillors stepped forward.  Cllr T Parsons proposed Cllr N Wade, seconded by Cllr M Mellodey. All Agreed.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence – Cllrs D Guest, N Wade, Cllr D Johnson (CDC) & Cllr I Mayne (WSCC).

	4.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	5.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). None

	6.
	Election of Members, Representatives & Other Appointments

	6.1
	Election of Planning Working Party – Cllr Harland confirmed that Cllr T Tull & himself were happy to stand as Chairman and Vice Chairman with Cllr J Tilley. All agreed.  Concerns were raised about planning matters being kept within the planning working group and more co-operation between them moving forward.  It was agreed. Cllr Tull reminded councillors it is incumbent on them to ensure that they read the planning applications as well.

	6.2
	Finance Working Party – The Chairman & Cllr Harland confirmed they were happy to stand along with Cllr N Wade & Cllr T Tull.  All agreed.

	6.3
	Parish Council Accounts Monitor – Cllr Harland confirmed he was happy to continue in this position.  All agreed.

	6.4
	Signatories for Bank Mandate – It was agreed that the Chairman, Cllr A Harland & Cllr Wade would remain as signatories with Cllr Ramm as Vice to the Clerk.

	6.5
	Assets & Amenities Party – Cllr Monnington & Cllr Ramm confirmed they would be happy to carry out these roles.  All agreed.    

	6.6
	Business Forum – Cllrs Monnington & Ramm confirmed they would be happy to continue in this role and all agreed.

	6.6
	Neighbourhood Plan Work Group – Cllr Parsons confirmed she would be happy to continue as lead with the support of Cllrs Guest, Mellodey, Tilley & Wade.  All agreed.

	6.7
	Pagham Harbour Local Nature Reserve Working Party – Cllrs Mellodey & Monnington confirmed agreement to continue in this role and arrange a meeting to meet the new Manager.  All agreed.  Cllr Parsons requested that it be noted this is the only location where a horsebox can be legally parked; however, despite being reported a year ago, the area remains obstructed by dog walkers and is significantly overgrown with brambles.  The Chairman confirmed this will be reported. 

	6.8
	Membership of WSALC/NALC – The Clerk confirmed Cllr Guest was happy to continue in this role.  All agreed.

	6.9
	Chichester District Association of Local Councils (CDALC) – the Chairman confirmed he was happy to continue with this role.  All agreed.
Peninsula Community Forum – Discussion ensued as to this body resulting in Cllr Tilley agreeing to take this role but investigate whether to see if it has been incorporated within the MPP.  All Agreed.

	6.10
	Flood & Land Drainage Group – Cllr M Monnington confirmed she was happy to continue in this role.  All agreed.

	6.11
	MPP/SWISH/GLAM – After discussion Cllr Parsons & Cllr Tilley agreed to cover MPP and GLAM, but felt that SWISH was covered under the Flood & Drainage Group and by Mr P Bedford who reported back to us.  All agreed.  

	7.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	7.1
	Cllr Harland proposed, and Cllr Tull seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th April 2025 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	8.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	9.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	
	The Chairman reported that the reception held for Cllr P Montyn on the occasion of his retirement was very pleasant. Our newly appointed councillor is Cllr I Mayne, and we look forward to meeting her.

	10.
	CDC Councillor Update:  Nothing to report.

	11.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground.

	11.1
	Business Report - Mr Robson presented the year-end accounts, which are yet to be audited, and which reflect the results of the considerable efforts of SCA, showing a profit of over £10,000. It was noted that approximately £3,000 of this total relates to a grant for heating. It is anticipated that this matter will be addressed once further confirmation is received regarding an additional grant. The Parish Council expressed its thanks to Mr Robson and his team for their continued support and work.

	11.2
	Roof - The Chairman provided a brief update on the current status of the roof issues. Further quotations are awaited before the work can be completed. In the meantime, some preliminary repairs have been undertaken by a contractor approached for a second opinion. The Chairman will follow this up. The Clerk confirmed that a quotation has been received from Imperial Services for a specification of the required repairs, which will be circulated.

	12.
	APM
The Chairman asked which councillors had received the flyers, and the majority confirmed that they had, representing an improvement on the previous year. The Clerk confirmed that two presentations had been arranged, one on the Memorial Hall as an emergency hub, and another covering the Rife and water. Cllr Monnington confirmed that she and Cllr Tull would organise the refreshments.

	13
	TRO
The Chairman reported that an application had been submitted to WSCC, who had responded by suggesting that the two areas of concern—speed reduction and tonnage—be separated into two applications. This approach was agreed. Cllr Tilley confirmed she held the original petition paperwork, which was handed to the Clerk.

	14.
	Gypsey & Traveller Legislation
The Clerk confirmed receipt of a letter from our MP Jess Brown Fuller stating she has requested a face-to-face meeting with Steve Reed MP, together with us and other parishes.  We await hearing further.

	15.
	Correspondence Received

	15.1
	Renewal of Insurance – The Clerk informed councillors of the difficulties experienced in obtaining quotes for the renewal. Some companies have been unable to provide competitive quotes, while others have declined to offer terms. The Clerk reported that a response is awaited from the current insurers following requested amendments. It was agreed that a decision would be made by email and subsequently ratified at the next meeting. All members agreed.

	15.2
	Email from Mr W Wilcock (EA) – Re Highleigh Road.  The Clerk reported that the EA are working with residents around the culvert which was blocked during the flooding to enlarge it as well as further investigation on the Rife.

	16.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance – None

	17.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments – Balance as per Bank Statement on the 30th April 2026 £59,601.74.  All Accounts £100,956.66.

	17.1
	Audit Report/Approval of Accounts – The councillors approved the accounts and the Clerk reported we had received an unqualified audit.  The Chairman thanked the finance group and Alison for all their hard work.

	17.2
	Ratification of Section 1 of the AGAR – Cllr Harland proposed to accept Section 1 as a true reflection of the Accounts, seconded by Cllr Tull that the accounts as set out in the AGAR be ratified. All agreed.

	17.3
	Ratification of Section 2 of the AGAR – Cllr Mellodey proposed to accept Section 2 as a true reflection of the Accounts, seconded by Cllr Monnington that the accounts as set out in the AGAR be ratified.  All agreed.

	17.4
	Schedule of Accounts for Receipts

	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount
£

	17.4.1
	CDC
	Precept
	36,045.00

	17.4.2
	YEEP Lockers
	Monthly Rental 27/03 to 27/04/2026
	84.93

	17.4.3
	SCA
	Repayment for Key Safe & Service + Repairs for Sit on Mower
	811.19

	17.4.4
	SCA
	Repayment for Mower Fuel February & March
	42.04

	17.4.5
	HMRC
	VAT Payment
	3,495.95

	17.4.6
	Yeep Lockers
	Monthly Rental – 27/04 to 27/05/2026
	84.93

	Total
	
	
	40,564.04




	17.5
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount
£

	17.5.1
	Severnside Defibs & Training Ltd
	New Defibrillator Pads for St Marys Church
	93.60

	17.5.2
	Harvey Collins 
	Grass Cutting – Village
	258.00

	17.5.3
	WSALC/NALC
	Subscription for 2026/27
	481.94

	17.5.4
	M H Kennedy
	Grass Cutting – Paddock Straight
	352.80

	17.5.5
	Mr M French
	Key Safe
	7.49

	17.5.6
	Chichester Garden Machinery
	Service + Repairs to Sit on Mower SCA
	965.94

	17.5.7
	CDC
	Service Renewal Contract for Litter Bins – SMRG
	370.65

	17.5.8
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for March
	8.05

	17.5.9
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	187.85

	17.5.10
	Ms A Colban
	Salary for April 
	1166.78

	17.5.11
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses for 12th March to 8th April
	52.92

	17.5.12
	CDC 
	SMRG – Litter/Recycling Bins
	63.80

	17.5.13
	Scanstation
	Black Ink Cartridge
	15.00

	17.5.14
	Farrell Property Maintenance
	Replacement of Flood Light & repairs to wiring at SMRG
	150.00

	Total
	
	
	4,174.82




	

	Cllr A Harland proposed, and Cllr Parsons seconded the summary of income and expenditure at 17.4.1 to 17.5.14 be accepted.  All agreed.
Cllr Harland mentioned that whilst we have no capping on our Precept presently, he read that the Government are re-visiting this.  The Chairman reported that our precept has increased this year to support the challenges the Parish Council will be facing in the future.

	19.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items: 
Cllr Ramm asked that the Business Forum be added for the next meeting.

	20.
	Date of Next Meeting:  10th June 2026 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 20.43 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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