Sidlesham Parish Council Planning Committee
Wednesday, 8th April 2026
 at 7.00pm
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane 

AGENDA
All members of the Council and the public are informed that this meeting will be recorded.
1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence
2. Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests
3. Minutes of Last Planning Committee Meeting
3.1	Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 11th March 2026 to be signed as a correct record.
4.	Planning Applications Discussed on 11th March 2026 under Item 9 for Ratification Of Decisions Made
4.1	SI/26/00526/PA3Q – 63 Street End Lane, Sidlesham PO20 7RG.  Prior Approval – Change of use of Agricultural Building to 3 No. Dwellings (C3 Use Class).  After discussion it was agreed to Object to this application because the structures proposed for conversion are greenhouses, which by their nature are lightweight, open‑framed structures not designed to function as buildings capable of supporting residential use. The Parish Council does not consider greenhouses to be suitable candidates for conversion to dwellings under Class Q of the GPDO.  Relevant Case Law (High Court – Hibbitt).  
The High Court has made it clear that Class Q permitted development rights apply only where the existing agricultural building is genuinely capable of conversion, not where the works amount to a rebuild.  In Hibbitt v Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government [2016] EWHC 2853 (Admin), the Court held that Class Q assumes: “the agricultural building is capable of functioning as a dwelling” and it is not intended to permit the construction of new structural elements, with works needing to fall within what can sensibly be described as a conversion, not a rebuild.  The judgment emphasised that where substantial rebuilding is required (including the construction of most or all external walls), the proposal cannot be considered a conversion under Class Q. [no5.com].  Given that greenhouses lack the structural integrity and built form necessary for residential conversion, the Parish Council considers that the proposal would necessarily require substantial reconstruction, placing it firmly outside the scope of Class Q.  Therefore, for the reasons above, particularly in light of the Hibbitt ruling, the Parish Council concludes that the proposed development does not constitute a legitimate Class Q conversion and therefore Objects to this prior approval application.
5. New Planning Applications for Discussion
5.1	SI/26/00608/FUL - Minor Dev - Gypsy/Traveller Site - Land South Of Telephone Exchange, Selsey Road, Sidlesham, West Sussex, PO20 7RD.  Change of use of land to stationing of 7 no. caravans for residential purposes, construction of 14 no. utility buildings with associated landscape works and revisions to the site layout. To view the application use the following link;  https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TBZJ6FERJW900
6.	Planning Decisions
6.1	SI/26/00085/DOM - The Old Parsonage Church Farm Lane Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7RE. Replacement of entrance gates, side and rear extensions and associated landscape works.  PERMIT 
6.2	SI/26/00143/ELD - Land West Of Brickfield Cottages Rotten Row Sidlesham West Sussex.  Existing lawful development - alterations to existing 1 no. agricultural building, works include new roof and repairs to brickwork. PERMIT 
6.3	SI/26/00111/PA3Q - Willowdene Nursery Fletchers Lane Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7QG.  Prior Approval of Proposed Change of Use of an existing agricultural building to 1 no. dwellinghouse (Use Class C3).  PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIRED HEREBY PERMITTED
6.4	SI/25/SI/25/01412/FUL - Minor Dev - All Others – Land adjacent to Boundary House, Chichester Road, Sidlesham PO20 7PY – Creation of a new vehicular access. REFUSE
6.5	SI/26/00104/LBC - Hawthorn Cottage Mill Lane Sidlesham Chichester West Sussex PO20 7NB.  Replacement rear extension and alterations to single storey ancillary accommodation together with external refurbishment.  PERMIT
6.6	SI/26/00087/FUL - Land South Of Telephone Exchange Selsey Road Sidlesham West Sussex.  Alterations to allowed appeal under reference 18/01173/FUL to include; change the use of the land and increase number of gypsy -traveller pitches from 3 to 4 including; utility buildings, hard standing, landscaping and amended access position - Variation of wording of Condition 15 of Planning Permission SI/21/00322/FUL to read 'The site shall not be occupied by persons other than Gypsies or Travellers as defined in Annex 1 of Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, published in August 2015 (or its equivalent in replacement national policy)'.  PERMIT

7.	Enforcement Orders
8.	Appeals
9.	Planning Correspondence and Other Planning Matters
9.1	Land Adjacent to Boundary House – Despite the obvious clearance occurring, no planning breach.
10.	Matters of Urgent Public Importance
11.	Date of Next Meeting – 13th May 2026

Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
Dated:    31st March 2026  

