	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 8th April 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs A Harland, D Guest, M Monnington, T Parsons, T Tull & N Wade.  Cllr P Montyn WSCC, Mr N Robson (SCA Chairman/Treasurer), the Clerk 3 members of the Public.
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded and filmed by one member of the public.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence –The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting & gave apologies for Cllr L Ramm.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). None.

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr D Guest proposed, and Cllr A Harland seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th March 2026 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Cllr Montyn reported he had spoken to Highways regarding our application for a TRO and confirmed the officers responsible are Mr M Dare and Mr O King.  Cllr Montyn reiterated it is a lengthy business, but he will continue to monitor it.  

Cllr Montyn advised the Council that he will not be seeking re‑election, although he welcomed continued contact. The Chairman, on behalf of all Members, expressed sincere thanks for his longstanding support and commented that he will be much missed and a pleasure to work with.

The Chairman asked whether there was any update on the devolution proposals. Cllr Montyn advised that matters remain uncertain and that a decision is expected after the elections.

Cllr Montyn gave his apologies and left the meeting.

	7.
	CDC Councillor Update:  
Cllr Johnson had given her apologies due to ill health and had nothing to report.  

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	Mr Robson presented the financial report, with figures previously circulated to Councillors and reported that the financial figures circulated will require adjustment, as £3,000 shown as profit should be discounted as it represents a grant received from Ferry Farm.
He confirmed that the Memorial Hall is currently operating with a small surplus, supported by steady bookings and the ability to host up to three functions at the Hall at any one time.
He noted that the Hall remains “good business” and continues to perform well. The Trustees had considered whether additional marketing might be beneficial; however, it was agreed that while they welcome occasional evenings with high activity, increasing bookings to the point of regular nightly events would place an unreasonable strain on the Trustees responsible for managing and staffing the Hall.  The Chairman reported an increase in football income will occur over the next couple of months due to matches being re-booked.

	8.2
	Roof Update – Further to last month’s discussion, it had been agreed that professional advice was required to determine the most appropriate way forward for the Memorial Hall roof. A consultant has now reviewed the quotes and provided a written report.
A meeting of all Councillors has been arranged for 22 April at 7.00pm at the Memorial Hall to consider the consultant’s report and to agree next steps. SCA will also be invited to attend.
Members discussed the need to develop a longer‑term plan for the building, including exploring potential support from external bodies such as the National Lottery and other trusts. It was noted that Lottery funding may be preferable to local grants, as many local grants require match‑funding, which is not yet feasible.
The option of borrowing from the Public Works Loan Board was mentioned but not considered suitable at this stage, as the loan would incur interest and repayment obligations, and the building is currently not strong enough structurally to support the scale of works required.
An application to CDC for specialist rate relief was unfortunately unsuccessful, although we may reapply next year.  The amount payable for this financial year is approximately £2,000 after the normal charitable relief has been taken into account.
The Council continues to work towards a medium‑term plan for a new build, as the current structure is deteriorating and lacks the required capacity.
It was noted that £9,000 in grant funding is available, with match funding from us together with an offer of a further £9,000 from SCA.   

	8.3
	Ferry Farm Grant - Funding received so far from Ferry Farm is allocated towards the new heating system. The Council is awaiting a response from Ferry Farm regarding the possibility of additional funding. We will follow this up.
If further funding is secured, the Council hopes to proceed with the installation of the proposed mobile diesel heating units, which are considered a suitable option. Reference was also made to the Woodger Trust, which may be another potential source of support for future works.

	9.
	Co-Option of New Councillor 
The Chairman reported that we had received no applications from the advertisement and welcomed the co-option of Mrs J Tilley, who was invited to speak.  Mrs Tilley gave a brief resume of why she would like to become a councillor.  The Cllr N Wade proposed to co-opt Mrs Tilley, seconded by Cllr D Guest and all agreed.  Cllr J Tilley was welcomed to the Parish Council. 

	10.
	Flooding Issues 
Councillors discussed ongoing flooding concerns and the need to identify clearly which areas and responsibilities fall to which authorities. It was agreed that an evidence and incident pack should be developed, recording when flooding occurs, its causes, and the impacts. This will ensure the PC holds a comprehensive record to support any future claims or requests for assistance.
The PC also noted the importance of establishing riparian responsibilities and confirming which bodies are accountable for the maintenance of ditches and watercourses. The Chairman reported that Operation Watershed is now open for applications and suggestions for projects would be welcomed.
Reference was made to flooding issues at Beggars Lane and in particular the need for the bund at the end to be raised to prevent flooding.  Clarification is needed regarding which organisation is responsible for this area, with the possibility that Natural England may have a role. A meeting has recently taken place with the Environment Agency, and the PC is awaiting their report.
A question was raised regarding a Section 19 flood investigation, and the Clerk confirmed a letter has been drafted and will be sent out tomorrow.  

	11.
	Business Forum 
Cllr Monnington and Cllr Wade reported that the recent meeting had been both successful and very positive. Several actions were identified, including the proposal to hold a further meeting in June and the establishment of a Facebook Business Link to support ongoing communication between local businesses.
The intention is for the Parish Council to facilitate the next meeting, with the longer‑term aim that the business community will organise future meetings independently. It was agreed that the Parish Council would still wish to remain involved and have representation at future sessions.
Cllr Monnington confirmed that the notes from last month’s meeting can be circulated, subject to a few minor amendments.

	12.
	Bus Route 51 – Working Party 
The Clerk reported the new layout for the bus stops outside the RSPB will start in October to avoid the bird nesting period and designs for the bus shelters are being drawn up.  These will be circulated in due course for approval.  The Chairman reported we are still waiting to hear from the Golf Club.  

	13.
	Sidlesham Flag 
The Clerk reported that, last year, Sidlesham Primary School pupils were invited to take part in a competition to design a Sidlesham flag. The competition was completed and winning designs were selected. A company has now been identified to convert the chosen artwork into a flag, and the Council is currently awaiting the first design for review.

	14.
	APM
Discussion took place regarding whether to appoint a contractor for the distribution or to carry it out ourselves. It was agreed that a contractor should be engaged as soon as possible, and that last year’s design would be used again with the necessary amendments.

	15.
	Correspondence Received - None 

	16.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	17.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 31st March 2026 is £24,241.78.  All accounts £65,661.77.
Renewal of Auditors Contract for 3 years.  After discussion it was agreed to renew with our present Auditors.  The Clerk confirmed our end of year Auditor review is the 5th May.  The Chairman confirmed circulation of quarterly and summary reports and confirmed that we had spent 99.6% of our precept.  Thanks were given to the Clerk for her hard work.

	17.1
	Schedule of Account for Receipts
	Ref
	Who
	What
	Amount £

	17.1.1
	All Recycle Ltd
	Clothing Bank
	40.00

	17.1.2
	All Recycle Ltd
	Clothing Bank
	40.00

	17.1.3
	Unity Trust Bank
	Reserve Account – Interest
	60.14

	17.1.4
	Unity Trust Bank
	Playground Fund – Interest
	43.93

	17.1.5
	Unity Trust Bank
	Mowing Equipment Fund – Interest
	27.20

	17.1.6
	Unity Trust Bank
	SMRG Maintenance Fund – Interest
	81.26

	17.1.7
	YEEP
	Lockers at SMRG
	268.49

	Total
	
	
	561.02




	17.2
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount
£

	17.2.1
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for February
	8.95

	17.2.2
	CDC
	SMRG – Litter Bins
	61.30

	17.2.3
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	262.13

	17.2.4
	Ms A Colban
	Salary March
	1,248.90

	17.2.5
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses 12th Feb – 11th March
	99.20

	17.2.6
	CDC 
	SMRG – Litter Bins
	61.30

	17.2.7
	Sidlesham Parochial Church Council
	Parish Room Hire Jan – March 2026
	75.00

	17.2.8
	Cllr M Mellodey
	Fuel for SMRG
	50.45

	17.2.9
	Specialist Canvas Services Ltd
	Flagmakers – Flag for Flagpole – Children’s Design
	76.42

	17.2.10
	SCA
	Business Forum Costs
	102.50

	17.2.11
	SCA
	Grass Cutting Invoices for October to December 2025 & Jan to March 2026
	950.00

	Total
	
	
	2,996.15




	

	Cllr Harland proposed, and Cllr Wade seconded the summary of expenditure at 17.2.1 to 17.2.11 be accepted.  All agreed.  

	18.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items 
Cllr Wade reported that the works had been carried out to the Fingerpost on Highleigh Road and confirmed an excellent job completed.  
Cllr Wade also asked that further incidents recently reported be passed on to Highways in support of our TRO.  The Clerk confirmed this will be carried out.
Cllr Parsons requested that a meeting be arranged to review the forthcoming changes to planning policy being introduced by central Government. She asked that this also be highlighted at the APM, noting that many planning decisions are now directed by central Government rather than CDC or the Parish Council.
It was agreed to aim for a meeting on 25th June, subject to the availability of Mr S Tilbury. Other parish councils will be invited to attend to help share the costs. The Clerk will contact Mr S Tilbury and the neighbouring parishes and report back. It was suggested that the meeting be held at SMRG.  

	19.
	Date of Next Meeting:  13th May at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 20.52 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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