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Council begins work to help understand land availability for future housing, employment, and community needs
 
Chichester District Council has started work on a new Land Availability Assessment to help build an up-to-date picture of land that could be used for housing, employment, community facilities, and other types of development within the Chichester Local Plan area over the coming years.
 
The Land Availability Assessment (LAA) will replace the previous Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA, published in 2021), and will help inform the council’s future planning policy work.
 
As part of the assessment process, the council is inviting landowners and interested parties to put forward available sites that could be appropriate for different types of development within the Chichester Local Plan area — this is known as a ‘call for sites’. Those who have previously suggested sites — including those submitted through earlier Calls for Sites or the HELAA — are being asked to resubmit these to confirm the land is still available and that the information held is accurate. Submissions can be made using the council’s online consultation portal from Friday 20 March until Friday 15 May 2026.
 
Bill Brisbane, Cabinet Member for Planning at Chichester District Council, says: “The Land Availability Assessment is a process that the council is required to undertake, regularly update, and make available to the public. It helps us to ensure that we are aware of all the available land when considering the most appropriate locations for future development and is one of many important technical documents that will support and inform future planning policy preparation.
 
“I would like to stress that this document does not allocate sites and does not mean that planning permission for any site will be granted. All suggested land will be assessed to understand whether it is suitable, available, and deliverable. The completed Land Availability Assessment will be published on the council’s website and updated regularly as new information becomes available.”
 
Potential sites could include land for housing (including affordable housing) where five or more homes could be accommodated; custom and self-build plots; specialist and student accommodation; community facilities; or plots/pitches for gypsies and travellers and travelling showpeople. The council also invites people to put forward land that could be used to support economic development, such as offices, retail, leisure, industrial, and horticulture. Mixed-use land can also be submitted, as can any other type of land with no minimum size, including areas suitable for renewable energy, potential local green spaces, landscape gaps, or land that could help meet other community needs. 
 
Anyone can put forward a site, and submissions should be made through the council’s online consultation portal: www.chichester.gov.uk/laa before Friday 15 May 2026. More information and guidelines can also be found using this link. Anyone unable to use the online portal can contact planningpolicy@chichester.gov.uk to discuss other ways of submitting information if needed, although online submission is preferred as it enables a quicker and more efficient review of sites. The site must be within the Chichester District but outside of the South Downs National Park.
 
The LAA will inform the council’s planning policy work following the current Chichester Local Plan (2021–2039). Adopted last year, the plan sets out a long-term‑ vision for housing, transport, the environment, the economy, and community wellbeing across the plan area, which does not apply to land inside the South Downs National Park. It identifies where new homes and development should go while protecting the area’s natural and historic character. More information about the Chichester Local Plan can be found at: www.chichester.gov.uk/localplan.
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