	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 11th March 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr N Wade (Vice Chairman), Cllrs A Harland, D Guest, M Monnington, L Ramm & T Tull.  Cllr P Montyn WSCC, Cllr D Johnson (CDC), the Clerk & 4 members of the Public.
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded and filmed by one member of the public.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence – Cllrs M Mellodey & Cllr T Parsons, The Vice Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). Questions on Flooding.

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr L Ramm proposed, and Cllr D Guest seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th February 2026 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Cllr Montyn stated he had received the Clerk’s email regarding the proposed TRO for Highleigh Road and will reply shortly.  Subject to his review he wanted to emphasise implementation of a TRO is a lengthy business with a local survey, public survey and speed surveys to be carried out once the application goes in.  

Cllr Montyn reported the contractors responsible for the road works on the junction of Keynor Lane and the B2145 had been spoken to and no further problems caused by the infringement of their Licence will occur.  

Cllr Montyn reported the gas pipes that were laid in Donnington in 1940 require replacement. Work at Pagham and other areas, was still under discussion as to likely diversions and closure of the roads in October.  He will keep us posted.  

On a more positive note, Cllr Montyn reported that West Sussex is bucking the trend regarding fly tipping. He also confirmed that elections are taking place on the 7th May for the County Council and urged everyone to be encouraged to register to vote.  

Cllr Montyn was asked for an update as to the Sewage/Flooding issues on Keynor Lane and Highleigh Road.  He reported that WSCC are chasing Southern Water who are not responding to any of their requests at the moment and urged SPC and residents to keep chasing them as well.  Cllr Montyn will keep us informed.  

Cllr Montyn gave his apologies and left the meeting.

	7.
	CDC Councillor Update:  
Cllr Johnson stated there was not a lot of news from CDC, as they are sorting out the budget and are accelerating projects such as the sea defences to ensure all work is under way when the Local Government Reforms take place.  It is expected that a decision on how many unitary authorities will be vested in place will be announced shortly.  However, Cllr Johnson also stated that at present work in this area is chaotic.  
Cllr Johnson confirmed that she had received notification that the Melita Public enquiry will take commence on the 6th July until the 9th July.
Cllr Johnson also confirmed that the Committee which she sits on for the Discretionary Grants and Rates will be meeting at the end of this month, but she felt that it would be just a formality in respect of the decision on rates for the SMRG.
Cllr Wade asked the question concerning the ongoing issues related to Gypsy and Traveller sites, including the misuse of land, the need for a multi‑agency approach, and how the Parish Council and CDC might work together more effectively moving forward.
Councillor Johnson stated that other issues are not considered planning matters and therefore there is no engagement with other agencies.  Cllr Wade felt that CDC should be more proactive rather than reactive in addressing these matters, which could curtail these issues in the future.  Cllr Johson confirmed she would take the Parish Council’s concerns back to the relevant officers but did add that CDC is now close to meeting its quota of Gypsy and Traveller sites, which may make it easier to refuse inappropriate future applications once the requirement is fully met.
Cllr Guest asked what the process was to report illicit/breaches of planning.  Cllr Johnson confirmed the matters should be referred to Enforcement and confirmed there is an emergency enforcement contact number, which the Clerk already holds. The Clerk will publish and circulate this number.  

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	Mr Robson went through the accounts but stated that part of the profit was due to a grant from Ferry Farm, and this should be taken into consideration.  Despite the postponement of football matches due to bad weather, the hall was being effectively used by other groups, and these other activities have kept a steady income, resulting in an increase in profit on last year.  Mr Robson confirmed the postponed football matches will be re-arranged in due course. 
Discussion ensued as to the viability of the hall.  It was agreed that its size is too big and the problems resulting from the present building, were becoming too costly.  Mr Robson confirmed an architect had drawn up a design for a new hall previously and it was proposed and agreed to have a separate meeting with the SCA to agree a way forward and create a vision and action plan.  Mr Robson also stated that as the hall was being used for different activities, there was a need to present new policies to cover this, such as a Safeguarding Policy.  It was agreed to send to the Clerk the template and she will adjust it accordingly.  Mr Robson would also like to bring to conclusion the agreement with Infinity.  

	8.2
	Ferry Farm Grant.  Cllr Wade reported that we had applied for a grant of £10,000 to help update the heating, which would have been half of the cost necessary to heat the Clubhouse, Annex and Main Hall.  Unfortunately, the SCA only received £3,000.  However, there may be a possibility of further funding, which Cllr Wade will report further on at our April Meeting.  

	8.3
	Roof Update – Cllr Wade reported that quotes had been circulated by the Clerk, but it was felt that before a decision could be made, a separate meeting with the SCA should be held together with an independent building professional to discuss the quotes.  It was proposed by Cllr Tull to defer further discussion on this matter until the next meeting.  All agreed.

	9.
	Flooding Issues 
The Clerk confirmed contacting Southern Water, but no response has been forthcoming.  Cllr Wade confirmed that the Clerk had had clarification as to responsibility; The Rife by EA, ditches adjacent to or on private land is the responsibility of the owner (riparian rights) and other areas, such as culverts etc Highways.  The Clerk confirmed that each agency has a legal obligation to publish to the public their findings and we are continuing to chase them for further information and proposed actions.

	10.
	Newsletter 
The Clerk confirmed that we are issuing a newsletter each month which presently is being kindly included in the Church Magazine but moving forward we also hope to join with SCA to produce a further newsletter incorporating the news from the Parish Council and the Community Association.  Cllr Wade felt that there is now an opportunity to see to see just one magazine and appreciated that discussion will need to be carried out with Father Chris as to moving forward.

	11.
	Business Forum 
The Clerk confirmed some responses received.  Mr Robson stated he was unaware of the booking.  However, after discussion it was agreed the bar will be opened and we will hold the session in the Green Room.  It was proposed by Cllr Tull that we would pay towards the cost of the drinks up to £100, which was seconded by Cllr Ramm and all agreed.  Most Councillors will be in attendance and Cllr Ramm will bring an example of the new heating machinery proposed for the hall.  Cllr Monnington and Cllr Tull will supply the light refreshments.   

	12.
	Bus Route 51 – Working Party 
The Clerk reported plans had now been received for the proposed new layout of the bus stops outside the RSPB.  Unfortunately the RSPB have stated that although they are happy for the north side to go ahead but wish to delay the south side until later in the year.  Discussion will be followed up with RSPB to find a happy medium

	13.
	Correspondence Received 
Letters of thanks were received from the Charities that we donated to last month.
Footpath 62 – Cllr Wade reported a complaint had been received allegedly from the residents of Highleigh Road.  The Clerk is seeking clarification from the writer as it was apparent that the complaint did not represent the views of all Highleigh residents.  The Clerk also stated she was following up on answers received from WSCC when the matter of the maintenance of footpath 62 was raised a few years ago. It will then be brought back to the Parish Council when all evidence is to hand. 

	14.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	15.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 28th February 2026 is £25,937.06.  All accounts £67,144.52. 

	15.1
	Schedule of Account for Receipts
	Ref
	Who
	What
	Amount
£

	15.1.1
	All Recycle Ltd
	Clothing Bank
	40.00

	Total
	
	
	40.00




	15.2
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount
£

	15.2.1
	Scanstation
	Printer Issues + Renewal of Norton 360 Protection & Cloud Storage
	115.00

	15.2.2
	Sidlesham Parochial Church Council
	Graveyard Maintenance 
	500.00

	15.2.3
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for January
	7.65

	15.2.4
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	269.44

	15.2.5
	Ms A Colban
	Salary February
	1,261.14

	15.2.6
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses 15th Jan to 11 February
	38.80

	15.2.7
	WSALC
	Planning Training with S Tilbury
	96.00

	15.2.8
	Dementia Support
	Donation
	150.00

	15.2.9
	St Wilfred’s Hospice
	Donation
	150.00

	15.2.10
	Home Start
	Donation
	150.00

	15.2.11
	4Sight Vision Support
	Donation
	150.00

	15.2.12
	Chestnut Tree
	Donation
	150.00

	15.2.13
	Scribe
	Year End Health Check
	94.80

	Total
	
	
	2,990,84




	

	Cllr Harland proposed, and Cllr Guest seconded the summary of expenditure at 15.2.1 to 15.2.13 be accepted.  All agreed.  

	19.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items 
Cllr Tull asked for clarification regarding the resignation of Cllr Hall and the process that had been followed. Cllr Wade confirmed that the Clerk had acted fully in accordance with the required protocol. 
The Parish Council recorded its unanimous thanks to Cllr Hall for her many years of dedicated service.
The Clerk confirmed that the statutory notices inviting applications for the councillor vacancy had been displayed. Applications close on 24 March.

	20.
	Date of Next Meeting:  8th April at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 20.53 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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