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Opportunity for evening and night-time businesses to boost their offering


Independent high street businesses that trade during the evening and night-time in the Chichester District could receive a funding boost thanks to a new business grant being offered by Chichester District Council.
 
The second round of the Evening and Night-time Economy (ENTE) Business Grant is now open to independent businesses with a physical premises on the high streets in Chichester, East Wittering, Midhurst, Petworth, and Selsey, and who trade in the evening or night-time economy. Businesses planning to introduce evening or late trading patterns are also eligible to apply for projects that support their new operating hours. 
 
The funding — which can be used towards a range of capital or revenue projects — is now open for applications and will be administered on a first‑come, first‑served basis until the fund is fully allocated. 
 
The grant can help businesses to develop a new offer for their customers; attract more customers and increase footfall; enhance the customer experience; and collaborate with other high street businesses to provide evening entertainment.
 
“We know that a growing number of businesses are exploring ways to diversify their offer and extend their trading hours, and this scheme aims to provide the financial boost they need to help bring their plans forward,” says Councillor Harsha Desai, Cabinet Member for Growth, Economic Development, Licensing, Communications and Events at Chichester District Council.
 
“Late last year, we ran the first round of this grant and had a fantastic response. This second opportunity will give even more businesses the chance to apply and develop new offers for customers, including help to boost footfall and spending; creating a more engaging experience; and working with other high street businesses to deliver additional evening entertainment. 
 
“This grant will be administered on a first come, first served basis. You can find all the information you need to prepare your application and to apply on our website.” 
 
The grant will cover up to 50% of eligible project costs to a maximum contribution of £3,000, with the business contributing the remaining costs. The scheme is open to independent businesses that are not part of a regional, national or international chain or franchise.
 
Businesses can find out more about the ENTE grant, check eligibility and availability of funding at: www.chichester.gov.uk/entebusinessgrant  
 
The Economic Development team are currently running a Business Insights Survey, designed to build an up‑to‑date and detailed picture of the local business climate — businesses of all sizes and sectors are encouraged to take part by completing the survey at: https://app.snapsea.io/p/c/chichester/business-survey before Friday 6 March 2026.
 
To explore all of the business support available, visit: www.chichester.gov.uk/business, where businesses can also sign up to the council’s dedicated business email newsletter, E‑Biz.

For further information, please contact Terri Foster, Senior Communications Officer at Chichester District Council on 01243 521298 or by emailing tfoster@chichester.gov.uk
 
 
	[image: ]
	Terri Foster
Senior Communications Officer
Communications
Chichester District Council


 
	Ext: 21226 | Tel: 01243521226 | tfoster@chichester.gov.uk | https://www.chichester.gov.uk

	East Pallant House opening hours: 9am-4pm Monday to Friday
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FOR OUR NEW FOOD WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE!
chichester.gov.uk/food-waste

YOU’LL GO BANANAS... .
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