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Consultation launched to gather views on how developer contributions will be used to support local services
 
Chichester District Council is running a consultation to gather feedback on how developer contributions should be used to support local services in the future. The consultation, which will invite people to share their views on the council’s updated Planning Obligations and Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document, will run from Friday 20 February to Sunday 22 March 2026.
 
The supplementary planning document outlines how developer contributions — known as Section 106 planning obligations — will be used to support local communities as new developments come forward in the Chichester Local Plan area by securing improvements to infrastructure and affordable housing. 

It sets out how developer contributions will be used for affordable homes; to secure improvements to local roads; and to ensure developments are supported by appropriate play areas, open spaces, and new or enhanced community facilities.
 
The document, which does not apply to land inside the South Downs National Park, has been updated to reflect current local and national planning policy in line with the Chichester Local Plan (2021–2039), which was adopted last year. It will sit alongside the Local Plan and guide developers on what types of infrastructure, affordable housing, and financial contributions will be required to make proposals acceptable, helping to support local communities by ensuring the impact of new development is appropriately mitigated.
 
Bill Brisbane, Cabinet Member for Planning at Chichester District Council, says: “Our current Planning Obligations and Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document was adopted in 2016, and since then a great deal has changed. We now have an adopted Local Plan covering the period 2021–2039 and important national policy updates have been introduced. Relevant national initiatives include the First Homes scheme, which provides discounted homes for local first‑time buyers; biodiversity net gain requirements, which ensure developments leave nature in a better state than before; and nutrient neutrality measures, which prevent new development from harming the quality of protected water environments.
 
“This revised document brings everything up to date and provides clear guidance for developers on how planning proposals will be assessed, the level of affordable housing expected, and the types of infrastructure and contributions required. Ultimately, this will help us ensure that the necessary infrastructure and services are delivered to support sustainable growth for our communities.”
 
Developers, planning agents, parish councils, organisations, and residents can view the updated Planning Obligations and Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document and take part in the consultation by visiting: www.chichester.gov.uk/currentplanningpolicyconsultations. The consultation will run from Friday 20 February to Sunday 22 March 2026.
 
The Local Plan, which sets out a long‑term vision for housing, transport, the environment, the economy, and community wellbeing across the plan area. It identifies where new homes and development should go while protecting the area’s natural and historic character. More information about the Chichester Local Plan, can be found at: www.chichester.gov.uk/localplan.
For further information, please contact Terri Foster, Senior Communications Officer on 01243 534537 or by emailing tfoster@chichester.gov.uk 
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FOR OUR NEW FOOD WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE!
chichester.gov.uk/food-waste

YOU’LL GO BANANAS... .
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