	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 11th February 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs A Harland, D Guest, T Parsons, L Ramm & T Tull.  Cllr P Montyn WSCC, the Clerk & 8 members of the Public.
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded and filmed by one member of the public.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence – Cllrs C Hall, M Monnington, N Wade, Cllr D Johnson (CDC) & Mr N Robson (Chairman SCA). The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). Questions on Flooding.

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr L Ramm proposed, and Cllr A Harland seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th January 2026 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Cllr Montyn updated us on devolution proposals. A new mayoral strategic authority is expected to come into effect in May, with elections scheduled for next year with full operation anticipated by 2028. No decision has yet been made on whether the area will form one or two unitary authorities. WSCC is working closely with East Sussex County Council and Brighton & Hove City Council in preparation.

Cllr Montyn advised that the County Council budget is due to be confirmed on Friday 20th  February. The proposed revenue budget is £882 million, including £47 million for Highways. Adult and Children’s Services account for approximately 65% of expenditure. Council Tax is expected to increase by 5% (3% general increase and 2% for Adult and Children’s Services). A capital budget of £56.6 million is proposed, subject to confirmation.

Flooding matters were discussed. The Chairman thanked Cllr Montyn for the hard work that has been carried out by Highways.  The Environment Agency is undertaking further investigations on Highleigh Road in relation to another suspected culvert blockage. Riparian responsibilities of landowners were strongly reiterated. It was clarified that the Rife is the responsibility of the Environment Agency, while ditches and culverts are the responsibility of landowners unless publicly maintained. WSCC and the Environment Agency (EA) continue to work closely together to address all the present flooding issues and for the future. 

Operation Watershed was discussed. It was confirmed that £400,000 has been allocated within the budget, and the Parish Council was encouraged to apply for further grant funding. It was noted that future maintenance would remain the responsibility of the Parish Council and residents.

Requests were asked for further updates regarding flooding around Rotten Row, Fletchers Lane and Boxham Lane. The Chairman reported the ongoing work at Willow Glen by the MPP.  Discussion also ensued to the origin of the Rife and information will be circulated in due course. Concerns were raised regarding ongoing issues opposite the Esso Garage, and the Cllr Montyn confirmed that he is pursuing this matter with Southern Water.  The Chairman requested contact details for the Sidlesham Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The Flood & Water Management Act S19 was briefly discussed, and it was agreed that this would be deferred pending further investigation.

Cllr Montyn confirmed that Southern Water tankers were pumping out which was essential during periods of heavy rain. Cllr Montyn also mentioned that pipe relining works were underway using an innovative method, although progress is slow and not unfortunately in our area. Cllr Montyn reported Highways will address pothole damage on Ham Road when conditions permit.

A voluntary ditch monitor role was discussed, which Cllr Montyn confirmed was a voluntary position. It was agreed that any updates would be reported back to parishioners.

Cllr Montyn gave his apologies and left the meeting.


	7.
	CDC Councillor Update:  Nothing to Report.

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	The Chairman confirmed that Mr Robson had circulated the accounts from which it is noted a fall in the income due to cancellation of football matches.

	8.2
	Ferry Farm Grant.  The Chairman reported that we had no news as to whether we had been successful for obtaining a grant for heaters to the clubhouse and annex.  Unfortunately, the main hall was considered too expensive for this grant.  Update at the next meeting. 

	9.
	Flooding Issues 
It was agreed to create an action plan to apply for a S19 and investigate as to the structure, who is responsible and to have an emergency contact. Also to see if we can obtain from the EA a map of the source of the Rife.  The Chairman confirmed that we take the issues of flooding very seriously and will keep the parishioners informed.  

	10.
	Newsletter 
The Chairman reported that The Spread had closed and asked whether we should as a PC produce a Newsletter on our own or in conjunction with SCA.  Father Chris has agreed we can piggyback on to the distribution of The Parishioner.  Discussion ensued and it was agreed to defer to the next meeting for ideas.   

	11.
	Business Forum 
The Clerk confirmed that a letter was ready to be circulated and was hoped to be sent out soon.  Cllr Ramm reiterated it was an initial Q & A meeting for businesses in the Parish. The date is the 12th March at Sidlesham Memorial Recreational Ground Community Hall at 7pm.   

	12.
	Sidlesham Quay  
The Chairman reported a parishioner had raised the issue of damage to the Quay and requesting support in its repair and renovation.  After lengthy discussion, it was agreed to defer to the next meeting.

	13.
	Bus Route 51 – Working Party 
The Clerk reported that most of the bus stops in Sidlesham were now furnished with the new digital signage.  The two bus stops by the RSPB are to be renovated to make them safer with new shelters, which will be funded by WSCC/Stagecoach, and then handed over to the PC for its ongoing maintenance, although RSPB will keep them clean and tidy.  The Clerk also reported talks had taken place with Chichester Golf Club to move the bus stop at the end of Green Lane and to have one on the southbound side. This is being investigated subject to land becoming available.

	14.
	Correspondence Received 

	14.1
	All Parishes Meeting – The Chairman reported that slides of the meeting had been circulated but stated that one of the issues discussed was PC elections will take place in 2027 and then every 5 years to tie in with the Mayoral elections.  Also mentioned that the new authorities would not come into effect until 2028.

	15.
	Charities
After discussion it was agreed to donate to the following Charities:
Chestnut House/4Sight Vision Support/Home Start/Sage House and St Wilfred’s Hospice at £150 each.  

	16.
	Ratification of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
Cllr A Harland proposed that the above Policy be adopted, Seconded by Cllr M Mellodey and all agreed.

	17.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance 

	
	The Clerk confirmed receipt of the grant application from CDC towards the renovation of the clubhouse roof at the Memorial Hall, which will be matched funded by the PC.  The Clerk has contacted the agreed contractor and work will start, weather permitting on the 25th February 2026.  The Clerk has also requested they look at a further leak over the hall area.

	18.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 31st January 2026 £29,002.44.  All accounts £70,209.90. 

	18.1
	Schedule of Account for Receipts - None


	18.2
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount
£

	18.2.1
	Vfm & Grassland
	White Line Paint – SMRG
	143.95

	18.2.2
	Steve Tilbury
	Consultant Costs – Melita
	900.00

	18.2.3
	Handy Locks
	Keys + Entrance to Changing Rooms – SMRG
	145.00

	18.2.4
	Unity Bank
	Bank Charges
	7.65

	18.2.5
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	284.06

	18.2.6
	Ms A Colban
	Salary – February
	1,285.62

	18.2.7
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses – 15.1.26 – 11.2.26
	62.41

	18.2.8
	CDC
	SMRG – Emptying of Bins
	67.35

	
	Total
	
	2,896.04




	

	Cllr Harland proposed, and Cllr Tull seconded the summary of expenditure at 18.2.1 to 18.2.8 be accepted.  All agreed.  
The Chairman reported that we had presently spent 81% of our precept and therefore was confident that we will remain in budget for the end of the year.  The Chairman also thanked the Clerk for her hard work.

	19.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items 
A Parishioner reported that she had applied for the speed limit on Highleigh Road be reduced from 30mph to 20mph and asked if the PC would support her application.  It was agreed to support this action, and the Clerk was asked to write a letter of support to the Parishioner.
Cllr Parsons mentioned that reduction of speed limits across the Manhood was being applied for by GLaM and Highleigh Road was one of roads on the list.
A request by Councillors was made for parishioners to be part of the Speed Watch Group that we are trying to put in place which not only applies to speed issues, but other problems in respect of roads, signage, 7 tonne limit restrictions etc.  However, we cannot progress it without the support of volunteers.  

	20.
	Date of Next Meeting:  11th March at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 21.03 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
2

