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	Your monthly news update from Chichester District Council



		






		
			Welcome to the January issue of initiatives+

Sincere apologies to those readers who experienced problems with some of the links in the previous version. We have now resolved these. Thanks to those of you who contacted us to make us aware of any issues and apologies for any inconvenience. 
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	Farmers' market returns
Our Farmers’ Market will return to Chichester city centre on Friday 16 January. A range of produce will be available from local stallholders. Find out more on our Events and Markets Facebook page
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	New year, new museum events!
Reminisce at Shippam’s Memory Morning (14 January, 10.30am-12pm); discover The Guildhall at its next open morning (5 February, 10-11.30am); and, uncover Chichester’s Second World War defences with historian John F. Wells (12 February, 6pm). Full details 
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	New wellbeing courses
Chichester Wellbeing are supporting or delivering several new courses this month which can help people make positive, healthy changes to their lifestyles. These include a new Chair Pilates course as well as returning Active For Life and Weigh Better Life courses. Please contact our Wellbeing Team for details: wellbeing@chichester.gov.uk
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	Future of local government
Don’t forget that the UK Government is currently consulting on proposals to reorganise local government in Sussex—and your views are important. The consultation is open until Sunday 11 January 2026, and welcomes feedback from residents, businesses, and stakeholders on all options put forward by councils across the region. Your input will help shape the Government’s final decision on the best way forward for Sussex. Take part now









		






			[image: ]


	Food waste collection service
Our waste team are busy preparing for our new weekly food waste collection service for households, coming in spring. The service will be rolled out across the district area-by-area. Before collections start, we'll be delivering a kitchen caddy and food waste bin to your home, together with instructions on how to use them. Collections for communal properties who share bins will start later this year,  with more information being released nearer the time. Find out more about the new service
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	Access to electric cars
Would you like access to an electric car without having to own one? Our two electric pool cars can be hired during evenings and weekends. You just need to be part of Chichester’s community car club to use them. Find out more
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	Funding for unique paintings
Funding has been agreed to conserve and display a series of nationally significant panel paintings in Chichester. 'The Worthy Women', (known as The Amberley Panels) were purchased by Chichester District Council in 1983 and depict eight female cultural heroines. Chichester District Council has approved funding so they can be fully conserved over the next two years and then displayed at The Novium Museum. Find out more 
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	Laser light shows - make sure you save the date!
Our popular laser light shows will be returning to Chichester Canal Basin on Friday 20 and Saturday 21 February – providing an exciting finish to the half-term holidays! This year you’ll be able to enjoy three free shows each night, each with a different theme. Shows will take place at 6pm, 7pm and 8pm, with each one lasting around 20 minutes.
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	Stories needed for Living Libraries project
People of all ages in Chichester District who have an interesting story to share are being asked to get involved in a community arts project. ‘Living Libraries’ is being led by the Culture Spark initiative and will involve asking people to share their stories with volunteers. Our volunteers will then act as storytellers and relay these stories to others as part of an exciting Living Libraries event in 2026. If you have an amazing story to tell please email Culture Spark at: culturespark2022@gmail.com 






		






		
			Other local news
 
Keep up-to-date on all the latest council news at: www.chichester.gov.uk/latestnews

Here you can find the latest media releases and you’ll also find the latest District Dispatch column, and previous issues of our newsletter that you may have missed.












		
			Share this with a friend
  
Please encourage your friends and family to sign up to this newsletter at: www.chichester.gov.uk/newsalerts
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