	SIDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 14th January 2026
The Parish Rooms, Church Farm Lane

	Present:  Cllr M Mellodey (Chairman), Cllrs A Harland, D Guest, C Hall, M Monnington, L Ramm, T Tull, N Wade (Vice Chairman).  Mr N Robson (Chairman/Treasurer to SCA), Cllr P Montyn WSCC, the Clerk & 2 members of the Public.
It was confirmed that the meeting was being recorded and filmed by one member of the public.

	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence – Cllr T Parsons & Cllrs D Johnson & V Weller.  The Chairman welcomed everyone a happy New Year and to the meeting.

	2.
	Declaration by Councillors of Personal Interests of Items on this Agenda - None

	3.
	Questions from the Public.  (Exempt Subjects on the Agenda). None

	4.
	Minutes of Last Council Meeting.  

	
	Cllr A Harland proposed, and Cllr C Hall seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th November 2025 be approved and signed.  All agreed.

	5.
	Matters arising from the above minutes not dealt with in separate items below - None

	6.
	WSCC Councillor Update: 

	6.1
	Cllr Montyn mentioned the gas pipe mains work being carried out on Stockbridge Road, which will be on going for the next few months.   

Cllr Montyn stated there was no further news regarding whether there is to be one or two unitary authorities and the closing date was the 15th January for responses by County and District Councils.  

The next priority for WSCC is the budget for 2026/2027 about which he will keep us informed.  

Cllr Tull mentioned how good the road repairs had been in the locality and asked that Highways be notified.  Cllr Montyn confirmed he will pass this on.

The Chairman asked if there was any news regarding Sidlesham Water Works and Cllr Montyn reiterated the storm capacity had been increased but is waiting for responses from Southern Water to several issues he has raised and will chase.  Cllr Wade asked if Cllr Montyn could investigate as to why there were several tankers pumping on Highleigh Road over Christmas.  Cllr Wade also stated there was an issue with wastewater running down people’s drive and asked if this could be raised too.  

Cllr Harland mentioned Church Farm Lane as being extremely deteriorated and Cllr Montyn asked us to report the matter and copy him in to assist.  

Cllr Montyn then left the meeting.

	7.
	CDC Councillor Update:  Nothing to Report.

	8.
	Sidlesham Memorial Recreation Ground

	8.1
	Business Update.  Mr Robson went through the accounts which shows a profit for the year, although the costs for electricity and maintenance of the building remained the highest two outgoings.  Mr Robson confirmed that some groups had moved their meeting place to the Parish Rooms during the winter period as it was warmer.  Cllr Ramm credited Mr Robson for his hard work this last year.  However, there are big issues moving forward.  Further discussion ensued as to the viability of the Memorial Hall, with mention to the Parish Council applying for a grant to repair/replace the roof over the Clubhouse part.  
The question was about a lottery grant and Mr Robson gave a brief resume of a meeting held with a lottery representative.  Unfortunately, we did not fit the criteria, but we are closing in fast as to proving the viability of the Memorial Hall, fit for purpose and a community hub.  Discussion also ensued as to the possibility of closing part of the Memorial Hall and concentrating on improving the Clubhouse and facilities.
Mr Robson confirmed that an application had been sent into the Ferry Farm for a grant towards heating.  However, Cllr Wade felt that it was unlikely to succeed, and it was agreed that he and Mr Robson withdraw the present application. Cllr Wade & Mr Robson are going to meet to discuss the various options (solar panels/heating systems) to decide which would stand a better chance of success. It was agreed for Cllr Wade and Mr Robson to report back at the next meeting.
As discussion continued it was agreed by all that a separate meeting should be held to discuss the long-term proposals for the Memorial Hall.  A date is to be arranged.    
Rates – Mr Robson reported still waiting to hear in respect of the 20% reduction and will chase this up and let us know. 

	8.2
	MOU – The Chairman proposed a further 3-month extension to the MOU, seconded by Cllr Wade and all agreed.    

	8.3
	Infinity Agreement/Licence – Mr Robson reported he has completed all the paperwork and sent it to Cllr Parsons for her to review it, but due to personal circumstances, Cllr Parsons has not completed this yet.  There was also some confusion as to who else was to look at this, but hopefully this has now been resolved.

	9.
	Business Forum – Cllrs Monnington & Ramm were asked to report on the status.  A meeting has been set for the 12th March and it was agreed to furnish the Clerk with a letter next week to be sent to all businesses in the parish requesting whether they would be interested in attending the proposed forum.  They will report back at the next meeting.  

	10.
	Speedwatch – the Clerk confirmed we are now registered, but we are lacking in volunteers to progress to the next stage.  It was agreed to advertise on the website as well as the parish magazines.

	11.
	Bus Route 51 – Working Party – The Chairman confirmed that we have received new digital signs at some of the bus stops and we are looking at placing shelters on some of the key bus stops in support from WSCC and Stagecoach.

	12.
	Complaint by Parishioner – the Clerk reported that a meeting was held with the Complainant who decided to withdraw their complaint. 

	13.
	Correspondence Received 

	13.1
	Defibrillators – The Clerk reported that we were responsible for three out of the four defibrillators, which she manually checks once a month to ensure serviceable.  The defibrillator at the Crab & Lobster has been confirmed as usable, despite the pads being out of date due to difficulties by the supplier to obtain new ones.  The defibrillator at the Church has a maintenance problem which is being addressed but is still useable.  

	13.2
	Forces in Mind Trust (FiMT) explores how the Armed Forces Covenant is being delivered across the UK and the vital role parish and town councils can play in supporting ex-service personnel and their families plus Future Leaders: Attracting young talent to parish and town councils.  Cllr Guest gave some background regarding these two issues and will investigate further as to how we can support this.  

	14.
	Matters of Urgent Public Importance - None

	15.
	Schedule of Account for Receipts/Payments 
Balance as per Bank Statement on the 31st December 2025 £32,064.42.  All accounts £73,272.88. 

	15.1
	Ratification of Precept – Cllr Wade proposed that the Precept figure of £72,909.00 be agreed, seconded by Cllr Ramm and all agreed.  This amounts to £105.39 per household.

	15.2
	Schedule of Account for Receipts
	Ref
	Who
	What
	Amount  £

	15.2.1
	SCA
	Refund of Invoice for Mower Fuel and Weed & Feed for Pitches less VAT
	106.42

	15.2.2
	SCA
	Refund of Invoice for Mower Fuel less VAT
	23.50

	15.2.3
	SCA
	Refund of Invoice for Line Paint
	5.99

	Total
	
	
	135.91




	15.3
	Schedule of Account for Payment
	Ref
	Who
	What 
	Amount
£

	15.3.1
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for October
	9.30

	15.3.2
	Harvey Collins
	Grass Cutting Village – October
	249.60

	15.3.3
	Ms A Colban
	Defibrillator Pads for  – Crab & Lobster
	143.94

	15.3.4
	M H Kennedy
	Grass Cutting October – Paddock Straight
	170.40

	15.3.5
	Ms A Colban
	Salary November 2025
	1,958.82

	15.3.6
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses 9th October to 12th November 2025
	48.43

	15.3.7
	HMRC
	Tax/NI
	686.11

	15.3.8
	Cllr M Mellodey
	SMRG – Mower Fuel
	45.75

	15.3.9
	Cllr C Hall
	Weed & Feed for SMRG Pitches
	81.96

	15.3.10
	Cllr M Mellodey
	SMRG – Mower Fuel
	28.20

	15.3.11
	Scanstation
	Assistance for new Email Address
	48.00

	15.3.12
	CDC
	Emptying of Bins at SMRG
	61.30

	15.3.13
	Harvey Collins
	Grass Cutting Village – November
	142.80

	15.3.14
	M H Kennedy
	Grass Cutting November – Paddock Straight
	170.40

	15.3.15
	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges for November
	7.80

	15.3.16
	Cllr M Mellodey
	SMRG – White Line Paint
	7.19

	15.3.17
	Sidlesham Parochial Church Council
	Hire of Parish Rooms October to December
	67.50

	15.3.18
	HMRC
	Tax/NI
	318.46

	15.3.19
	Ms A Colban
	Salary – December includes honorarium of £250.00
	1,343.22

	15.3.20
	Ms A Colban
	Expenses – 13th November to 10th December
	48.12

	15.3.21
	CDC
	Emptying of Bins – SMRG
	55.25

	15.3.22
	Chris Milford
	Clean/Clear Brambles/Shelter – Bus Stop Street End Road
	300.00

	15.3.23
	Cllr M Mellodey
	Spray White Line Paint
	23.92

	
	Total
	
	8,757.95




	

	Cllr Harland proposed, and Cllr Tull seconded the summary of expenditure at 15.2.1 to 15.3.23 be accepted.  All agreed.

	16.
	Requests for Future Agenda Items - None

	17.
	Date of Next Meeting:  11th February at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms


Meeting ended 20.50 pm
Alison Colban, Parish Clerk, Sidlesham Parish Council
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