Dear all,
Please see the further update regarding this project received from Highways:
I’m writing to you to update on the upcoming SGN Gas Mains Replacement Project on Stockbridge Road and connecting roads. You are receiving this email as recipients of the recent Early Warning notification the Highway Network Management Team sent out with regards to the closure of Stockbridge Road.
We have been working very closely with SGN and our partners at Stagecoach Buses, as well as listening to your views on these works. Given the level of disruption the works will cause along with insufficient time to resolve a number of important issues that have been raised by Stagecoach along with reservations we also held, the Highway Network Management Team have taken the decision to refuse permission for SGN to undertake their closure in January 2026 as previously planned. SGN have been understanding in our decision and supportive in rearranging their programme despite the impact it has on them and their contractor for these works.
We have always understood this would be a difficult project to undertake and that it would be hugely impactful to the local communities, however these are essential works which will need to take place at some stage as there is a requirement from OFGEM and the HSE for Gas Service Providers to replace their metal mains by 2030. Therefore we will continue to work with SGN to plan these works and will keep you advised of this planning as it progresses with a view to the most disruptive elements of these works taking place in January 2027. You’re input on local challenges will be vital but it is important to note that there is always going to be a level of disruption when it comes to these types of works, however a lot more can be done to support the area and that is what we are keen to resolve in this time.
SGN will still be undertaking works in this area in January 2026, with works taking place with manually operated two-way stop-go lights in the following sections of roads:
Stockbridge Gardens – with impact to Grosvenor Road and Stockbridge Road
Selsey Road – with impact to Poyntz Close and St Georges Drive
Birdham Road
SGN are currently working on their plans for these works as they were originally focussed around the Stockbridge Road closure and tying into the work there, so there will likely be some changes to the durations once we know what is in and out of scope for the January 2026 works. We will keep you up to date on these works as discussions progress.

I’m grateful for the input that we’ve already had on this project, and I, my team and colleagues from our service will welcome further input from yourselves. We will also endeavour to offer technical advice of what can and can’t be achieved with works of these type as often the solution is not as simple as increasing the workforce or the working hours, particularly in the winter months where daylight is limited or in residential areas when works are noisy, and also require access into properties to ensure the gas supplies are safe.
If you have any questions in the interim, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind Regards,
Allan Pike
Partnership Planning Team Manager | Highway Network Management | West Sussex County Council
Location: Room 217, 2nd Floor, County Hall, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1RQ
              Drayton Depot, Drayton Lane, Nr Chichester, PO20 2AJ
Tel: 03302 223425     Mobile: 07517 829712
lanerentalscheme@westsussex.gov.uk
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