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	Your monthly news update from Chichester District Council



		






		
			Welcome to the November issue of initiatives+

This newsletter is issued every month with the latest news and events in our area, details of schemes and projects that will benefit our residents and businesses, as well as relevant national and local updates. 
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	Christmas events galore! 
We’ve just announced our festive events programme in Chichester’s Priory Park. It all kicks off with the free Sounds of Home live performance trail starting at The Guildhall on 28 November. You can also enjoy a panto, music performances, children’s storytelling and more! Find out more and book 
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	Free Carbon Literacy Training
We’re offering a free training day on 10 November (9am–5pm) at Graylingwell Chapel, Chichester. Designed by the Carbon Literacy Project, the training will help you identify simple ways to reduce your carbon footprint. The event includes a midday networking session for attendees and climate groups. Find out more and book









		






			[image: ]


	Free tree scheme - apply!
We're inviting residents, community groups, organisations, farmers and parish councils to apply for free trees and support materials to help deliver new tree planting projects across the district this winter. The scheme is open until 17 November, simply email our team for an application form. 
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	Make your home energy efficient
If you're looking to make your home more energy efficient you can now access the free ‘Energy Saving Plan Builder’ website. People can explore and customise the different energy efficiency improvements for their home and budget. Find out more
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	Play area refurbishments update
We’re now beginning the final phase of our play area refurbishment project, which includes refurbishing the Amphitheatre play area. While the works take place, the play area will be temporarily closed from 10 November for around three weeks. We'll also be revisiting Whyke Oval, Priory Park and Oaklands Park play areas to add extra seating and new planting.  Find out more
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	Switch to renewable fuel 
Our council’s diesel-powered waste and recycling HGV vehicles, street cleaning vehicles and grounds maintenance vehicles, are now using a certified, sustainable source of Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) fuel, made from waste cooking fats and vegetable oils. Because HVO is not made from fossil fuels, the switch is expected to reduce the council’s carbon footprint by around a third. Find out more 
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	Funding for affordable homes
We recently approved £950,000 grant to help deliver 19 affordable homes in North Mundham. The net zero carbon standard homes will be built in partnership with community-based housing association, Worthing Homes, which builds affordable homes across West Sussex. Find out more 
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	Stopham Mount to go on display
A rare piece of Saxon history will go on display at The Novium Museum early next year. Thanks to huge public support The Stopham Mount will be displayed in the first floor gallery. The intricately decorated gold and garnet sword fitting dates back to AD 600-700, and will be displayed in a specially designed custom case as part of the museum’s permanent exhibition on local history.
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	Community Wardens funding
We have committed further funding to our Community Warden scheme, which is currently marking its 20th year supporting residents. The wardens provide a valuable link between residents, the council and other partner organisations. Find out more 
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	Family friendly fun with the Chichester Starlight Trail 
Join The Novium Museum, Pallant House Gallery, Chichester Library and Chichester Cathedral for a festive family afternoon of craft and fun. The event takes place on Saturday 22 November, 1pm to 4.15pm, ahead of the Chichester Christmas lights switch-on event. Book your place and get a Starlight Trail passport. Choose where to start (The Novium Museum, Chichester Library, Chichester Cathedral or Pallant House Gallery) and then visit the other venues. You'll have one hour at your chosen starting point to make a lantern and craft, then 45 minutes at each of the other venues.  
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	Food waste collection service - coming in 2026 
From Spring 2026 we’ll be introducing a new weekly food waste collection service for households, which will be rolled out area-by- area. Before collections start we'll be delivering a kitchen caddy and food waste bin to your home, together with instructions on how to use them. Collections for communal properties who share bins will start later in 2026. More information will be released nearer the time. Find out more about the new service 
  






		






		
			Other local news
 
Keep up-to-date on all the latest council news at: www.chichester.gov.uk/latestnews

Here you can find the latest media releases and you’ll also find the latest District Dispatch column, and previous issues of our newsletter that you may have missed.












		
			Share this with a friend
  
Please encourage your friends and family to sign up to this newsletter at: www.chichester.gov.uk/newsalerts
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