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In this newsletter you'll read about new highway maintenance contractors, nature friendly road verges, road safety, scheme updates and more!
	


New Highways Maintenance Contractors
[image: Representatives from WSCC, FM Conway an Volker Highways]
FM Conway
A new 7 year contract for Drainage Maintenance provision in West Sussex commenced on 1st April 2025.  FM Conway will be providing all drainage maintenance functions across the county, including cyclical gully emptying, ditch works and small-scale drainage repair schemes.
The contract will provide enhanced service levels including an upgrade from a 4 year gully emptying programme to a 2 year gully emptying programme.  This means that all gullies (140,000) will be emptied at least once every 2 years as opposed to once every 4 years.
Other improvements include the provision of CCTV equipment on all 3 of our reactive jetting vehicles which will speed up resolutions and reduce the need for multiple site visits.  Efficiency regarding the use of road space will also be a key focus, as the contractor will be providing all drainage maintenance functions and hence will look to co-ordinate works requiring traffic management and minimise the impact on road users.
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VolkerHighways Ltd
A new 7 year contract for Core Highway Maintenance in West Sussex commenced on 1st April 2025. VolkerHighways will be providing all core maintenance activities across the county, taking over from Balfour Beatty Living Places. The functions included in the new contract are:
1. Emergency and Reactive Safety Response​
1. Winter Maintenance​
1. General Tree Maintenance plus tree planting, epicormic growth and young tree maintenance​
1. Weed Control, including Noxious Weeds​
1. Road sign maintenance and cleaning/vegetation cut back​
1. Road marking and stud maintenance​
1. Structures ​Maintenance
1. Fencing​
1. Carriageway Patching​
1. Spray Injection Patching​
The focus of the new contract will be:
1. Delivering key services to a high quality and standard
1. Focus on proactive and quality communications
1. Exploring innovative ways and methods to deliver the core service functions
1. Collaboration with other contract frameworks and communities to deliver share objectives
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Nature Friendly Road Verges
Since 2021, the County Council has established a network of road verges, selected by local communities, with the aim to attract pollinators. The process was kick-started by the council’s Pollinator Action Plan.
There are 58 nature verges in 18 locations across the county, known as Community Road Verges. Initially the verges were mowed just once a year in the autumn, but as the network has become more established, different mowing regimes and planting schemes have been adopted by local communities.
In addition, we have three Pollinator Highways, in Selsey, Lancing and Sompting with a new one ready to commence in Worthing during 2025. These are longer stretches of verge, forming nature corridors and often linking to neighbouring wildlife projects.
Communities that have a community road verge or Pollinator Highway meet virtually, on a quarterly basis as part of our Nature Verge Network. The aim is to share ideas, techniques and to undertake informal training. 
If you like the idea of wildlife friendly road verges and would like to have one in your neighbourhood, find out more by emailing active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk
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Infrastructure Funding Statement – Annual Reporting about Developer Contributions
As a local authority that receives developer contributions (Section 106 planning obligations or Community Infrastructure Levy), the County Council is required to publish an annual Infrastructure Funding Statement (IFS).   The latest IFS reports on the amount and type of funds that are secured, collected, unallocated, allocated, and spent by the County Council between 1 April 2023 and 31 March 2024.  It also provides information on the highways, education, library, and fire and rescue projects that have been delivered by the County Council in the previous year using over £7.2m of developer contributions.  Although the IFS is only required to report on money that is formally allocated, the majority of unallocated funds totalling over £73.8m are already informally earmarked for schemes that are being programmed for delivery and will be put forward for inclusion in the capital programme once they have been formally approved.
It is important to note that the securing, receipt, allocation, and spending of S106 contributions is a dynamic process and that the information in the IFS is a snapshot in time.   Each year, unallocated funds reported in the previous year will be allocated to new schemes and allocated funds reported in the previous year will be spent, with new funds being secured.  Accordingly, if misunderstood and interpreted incorrectly, the IFS could give the impression that the County Council is simply accumulating funds with no plans in place to spend them, which is clearly not the case.  It should also be noted that the detailed design and consultation stages of a developer-funded scheme cannot start until development has commenced and funds secured.  Furthermore, the delivery of a large infrastructure project, such as a new road and school, requires a large number of payments to be received over a number of years to ensure sufficient funding to design and deliver the scheme.
Contact: Elaine Munns, Information Management Team Manager
Email: elaine.munns@westsussex.gov.uk
Phone: 033 022 25712
	


School students receive Road Safety Education through 'Theatre in Education'
Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) has been engaging with secondary schools across Sussex since 2014 through Theatre-in-Education (T.i.E) roadshows. Last year, ‘The Rapport Group Ltd.’ delivered performances (over an 8-week period) to both Year 7 and Year 11 students at 44 schools throughout Sussex, 20 of which were in West Sussex.
The Year 7 performance is called ‘Look Up’ and teaches students about the importance of pedestrian safety. It also covers how to spot hazards on a journey as a pedestrian, the importance of using our senses in road safety and how to think like a driver to become more aware of the impact behaviour has on safety. This performance was viewed by 8,747 students.
[image: Year 7 Theatre in Education Pupils]
The Year 11 performance is called ‘Take a Second’ and students learn about the impact of their own behaviours. It covers how to be a safer passenger, the impact of speed in the event of a crash, the dangers of distracting a driver, drink and drugs, and how to speak up to stay safe whilst travelling in a car. This performance was viewed by 6,354 students.
[image: Year 11 Theatre in Education pupils]
Overall, both performances were received well by the students, with 84% of all students rating them “excellent” or “interesting”. Teachers gave an overall rating of 100%, stating that the content of the shows was “excellent” or “very good”.
All in all, another successful year with Theatre in Education, engaging with two significant year groups and delivering vital Road Safety education to a total of 15,101 students.
	


RoadPeace Challenge 12-18 May
	[image: RoadPeace Challenge]


The RoadPeace Challenge is an annual awareness-raising and fundraising week of action that takes place in May during UN Global Road Safety Week. Now in its fifth year, the event has already raised £160,000 for RoadPeace, the national charity for road crash victims, as well as considerable public awareness around road harm. This years challenge will take place across 12-18 May 2025.
The challenge is that together through walking, running, or cycling we will cover 1,624 miles—one mile for every life taken—sending a powerful message that every life matters.
Join the RoadPeace Challenge 2025 and make a difference by remembering lives lost, supporting bereaved families, and advocating for safer roads. Whether you take part alone, with colleagues, or as a team, every mile and every donation counts.
Join the RoadPeace Challenge 2025 and make a difference by remembering lives lost, supporting bereaved families, and advocating for safer roads.
	


Buchan Country Park
Buchan Country Park is set in 170 acres of beautiful countryside right on Crawley's doorstep and has won the Green Flag Award, which recognises the best green spaces in the UK, every year since 2010.
The park is an excellent place for walking, watching wildlife or enjoying a picnic. We also have a number of sculptures dotted around the park which families can have fun hunting for.
The team has put together a trail guide that you can download here: Buchan Country Park Trail Guide
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Scheme Updates
Speed Limit Improvement in Midhurst
Following the application for a Community Highway Scheme (CHS) from Midhurst Town Council, new speed limit restriction signage and road markings will be installed from 6 to 16 May 2025 between 9:30am – 4pm. The new restriction will be implemented on Grange Road, West Street, South Street, Red Lion Street, Duck Lane, the Wharf, Selham Road, Chichester Road, and Knockhundred Row in Midhurst.
The new speed limits will improve road safety, lowering speed limits reduces risk and severity of collisions. The new 20mph speed limit will create a safer environment for all road users, particularly pedestrians and cyclists and will encourage more people to walk and cycle.
Temporary traffic management will be in place, apologies for any inconvenience. Further details can be found on one.network.
Signalised Junction refurbishment on Terminus Road, Chichester
The signalised junction on Terminus Road, Chichester is due to start refurbishment from 19 May to 4 July 2025  between 9:30 am – 3:30 pm. Multi-way temporary traffic management will be in place. We apologise for any inconvenience. To ensure that the County Council meets the obligations to keep all traffic signals operating safely and efficiently, it is crucial that we undertake a project to convert the remaining bulbs to the new, more efficient technology remaining Halogen sites with the latest LED technology. For an overview of the Halogen Bulb Replacement Programme visit: Halogen Bulb Replacement Programme | Your Voice West Sussex.
Please note that these works are weather dependant and may be cancelled at short notice, but we will endeavour to inform you should there be significant changes to the programme.
If you have any questions regarding this specific closure, please contact us at  ccdtrafficsignals@westsussex.gov.uk. Further information can also be found on one.network.
School Street Launch in West Sussex
West Sussex County Council is launching 3 further School Streets as an extension to a trial that began in 2024.  The aim is to improve safety during school drop-off and pick-up times for walking, wheeling and cycling.  A School Street is a road outside a school with a timed restriction on motorised traffic (school traffic and through traffic) at school drop-off and pick-up times. This seeks to create a safer, healthier environment, reduces car trips, and encourages walking, wheeling and cycling. Residents and businesses in the area will still have access.
The Mill Primary School, Crawley; St Joseph CofE Junior School, Chichester and River Beach Primary School, Littlehampton are due to go live after the Easter break.   
School Streets are backed by a Traffic Regulation Order that restricts access for unauthorised vehicles during set times, reducing congestion outside of the school gates and encouraging more active ways to travel to and from school.
[image: Example of School Streets in Crawley and Worthing]
		Read more here: County Council improves safety of children’s school journeys with active travel initiatives





Road safety improvements in Chichester and Crawley
West Sussex County Council has installed a shared cycleway around Orchard Way Roundabout in Chichester and its connection points. This scheme originated from concerns raised following cycle collisions. Works included:
1. Resurfacing
1. Vegetation clearance
1. Tree crown lifting
1. Signage upgrade.
These improvements will benefit pedestrians and cyclists using the roundabout. 
Another road safety scheme in Crawley involved replacing outdated directional signs at all entry points to the A23/A2011 Tushmore Gyratory. The work also included updating lane destination markings and clearing vegetation around the junction.
Refurbishment of signalised crossing on Worthing High Street
The traffic signal equipment at High Street in Worthing, previously deemed obsolete, has now been upgraded. The enhancements are part of the Halogen Bulb Replacement Programme  which included the installation of energy-efficient LED signal heads that provide improved visibility for motorists. 
Additionally, the crossing now features enhanced pedestrian and vehicle detection systems, new signal poles, and tactile paving to assist visually impaired pedestrians. These updates aim to make the crossing more responsive to user needs. 
[image: Traffic Signal refurbishment on High Street near Union Place, Worthing]
Village Wide Speed Limit Improvement in Petworth and South Harting
New speed limit restriction signages and road markings have been installed following the application for a Community Highway Scheme (CHS) from Petworth Town Council and Harting Parish Council.
A 20mph speed limit has been introduced in the town centre of Petworth, with 50mph on London Road and 30mph on Angel Street. In South Harting, the 20mph limit applies within the village centre, along with changes to speed limits on the village approaches. These measures aim to enhance road safety and reduce environmental impact.
[image: New speed signage and road markings in Petworth and South Harting]
County Council begins final stage of Traffic Signal Halogen Replacement Programme
West Sussex County Council is entering the third and final stage of its three-year programme to change all traffic signals in the county from halogen to LED technology. The programme, which has already successfully converted 70% of the planned sites, will now focus on key areas in Chichester.  
This project plays a key part of the council’s commitment to become carbon neutral by 2030. So far, 331 halogen traffic signal heads have been replaced with LED units, helping reduce the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) released into the atmosphere by 23,501kg annually.  
The final phase will see the completion of 27 sites in the 2025/26 financial year, including 3 junctions and 24 signal-controlled crossings. This ensures that all council-owned traffic signals will benefit from the efficiency and sustainability of LED technology, reinforcing West Sussex County Council’s long-term environmental commitments.   
For an overview of the Halogen Bulb Replacement Programme visit: Halogen Bulb Replacement Programme | Your Voice West Sussex.
Parking restriction in Arundel
An overnight parking ban was implemented on Mill Road, Arundel using signing, to prohibit motor caravans from parking overnight. At the same tome, some existing road markings were refreshed and seasonal toad migratory warning signs were installed.
	[image: New seasonal Toad migratory warning sign and refreshed markings on Mill Road, Arundel]



	


Parish Briefings
We will be holding further parish briefings across 2025/2026 covering a variety of topics including Community Highway Schemes and Network Management.
Via the survey link below, please let us know what other topics you would like us to cover that would support you.
		Complete the survey here






	


Follow us on BlueSky!
Updates on emergency reports are posted every day. Just search @wshighways.bsky.social.
	


Follow us on X!
Updates on emergency reports are posted every day and project updates are posted frequently on the West Sussex Highways X account (formerly Twitter). Just search @WSHighways.
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Produced by the Stakeholder and Partnerships Officer, Highways Transport and Planning. Please contact active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk with any comments or suggestions.
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The Mill Primary School, Crawley Thomas A Beckett Junior School, Worthing
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From left to right: New Speed limit Signage and marking on Angel Street in Petworth and 20mph speed restriction in South Harting Village
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Click here for support
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