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I always find local history fascinating — especially in our district. This is why I want to tell you about a new exhibition, which focuses on the story of the Selsey Tramway, at The Novium Museum in Chichester.
 
The exhibition recounts how a railway line was proposed to link the then remote and isolated village of Selsey with Chichester. By August 1897, the Selsey Tramway was born, operated by The Hundred of Manhood and Selsey Tramway Company.
The line linked the outlying villages south of Chichester, known as the Manhood Peninsula, and consisted of approximately seven-and-a-half miles of track, with 11 stops in total, including Chichester, Hunston, Sidlesham, and Selsey, as well as privately owned farms and the Selsey Golf Club.

On 27 August 1897, the tramway was officially opened at the Chichester station, while the Selsey station was still under construction. Crowds were disappointed when the first train arrived an hour late, setting the standard for the rest of its run.

The exhibition has been curated with the help of the Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group, who have helped to develop the exhibition content, providing information and images. As well as items already held within the museum collection, the Colonel Stephens Railway Museum and local historian Alan Green have loaned objects for display. The film which accompanies the exhibition recounts memories from local people and is worth a watch when visiting the exhibition.

Each year, the Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group also organise the anniversary six-mile Tramway Walk, which this year takes place at 10am on Saturday 24 August. Starting at East Beach car park in Selsey, the walking route passes the site of eight out of the 11 stations on the route of the tramway, ending at The Anchor Inn in Sidlesham. By re-tracing the route, it's a free, fantastic and enjoyable way of discovering more about the story of the tramway. To walk the route, an interactive map can be downloaded from: www.mwhg.org.uk or you can buy a hard copy for £1 from the shop in The Novium Museum. Anyone wishing to join the anniversary Tramway Walk should contact Bill Martin by email: billm89@hotmail.com You can also find out about the free exhibition at: www.thenovium.org.uk/selseytramway 

I also want to let you know that we are currently inviting people to give their views about how they currently use and how they would like to use Chichester city centre after 5pm. A survey has been commissioned by the council so that we can better understand the experiences and perceptions of people who frequent the city centre and also those that currently do not use the city centre in the evening. The aim is to gather as much information as possible in order to improve the experience for people who want to visit the city centre after 5pm. Please do let us know your thoughts by visiting: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/chichester/ and completing the survey by Friday 30 August 2024. 
 
This work is linked to the Chichester Vision and our Events Strategy which is all about supporting and boosting the local economy by providing more activities and experiences for different groups of people and covering all ages. We understand how important the night-time economy is for Chichester city centre, so much so that we have established a dedicated Chichester Evening and Night-time working group, which includes local businesses, in order to deliver improvements for both businesses and visitors between the hours of 5pm and 5am. We want our city centre to be a vibrant and welcoming space after dark, and so this survey is vital in helping us understand what needs to happen in the future. 
 
Best Wishes
Cllr Adrian Moss
Leader of Chichester District Council
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	Terri Foster
Senior Communications Officer
Communications
Chichester District Council
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	East Pallant House opening hours: 9am-4pm Monday to Friday

	[image: ][image: ]
	


[image: ]
 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER 

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. However, any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Chichester District Council. 

If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. 

Communications on or through Chichester District Council's computer systems may be monitored or recorded to secure effective system operation and for other lawful purposes. 

If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the Chichester District Council administrator. 

E-mail or phone 44 (0) 1243 785166 

contact@chichester.gov.uk
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Have your say on our new Climate Emergency Action Plan
Click here to take part I our survey from 1 July-30 September.
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