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Think Twice, Think Abuse on National Child Exploitation Awareness Day
On Monday (18 March), it will be the 10th anniversary of National Child Exploitation Awareness Day, where local and national agencies unite to highlight issues surrounding child exploitation and raise awareness of the various risks children and young people may face in the places and spaces they spend their time, including online.
This year’s focus is Think Twice, Think Abuse which calls on professionals, families and community members to be curious about the things they see and hear, to trust their gut instincts if something doesn’t seem or feel right, and to report their concerns.  
To find out what we are doing in West Sussex to support exploited children and young people, click the blue button.
		Find out how we support exploited children in West Sussex
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Supporting Sussex Police to raise awareness of county lines gangs
Last week, we partnered with Sussex Police to support their education, engagement and enforcement work around county lines.
On a day-to-day basis, some of our work in the Community Safety and Wellbeing Team focuses on safeguarding children and young people from county lines gangs, so to tie in with Sussex Police's activities made perfect sense.
During the week, colleagues from across our team ran safeguarding sessions with professionals, foster carers and taxi drivers teaching them about county lines, signs to look out for that might mean a child or young person is involved in county lines and where to report if they have any concerns.
We also visited hotels in various locations across the county to raise awareness of the existence and occurrence of child exploitation, gave staff scenarios that may indicate an individual is being exploited and linking the staff in with Sussex Police if they needed help and support in the future.
You can find out more about county lines on the Sussex Police website.
		Advice and information on county lines from Sussex Police
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The Little Book of Big Scams is now available
The Little Book of Big Scams is the go-to booklet the police use to educate the community and vulnerable victims about the signs relating to fraud. It also provides tips on how best to protect yourselves against future scams.
Until this year, it was only available as a printed booklet or online, but thanks to Surrey and Sussex Police’s Operation Signature Team there is now a braille version available for the sight impaired community, which was launched on 4th January - World Braille Day.
If you know someone who would like to read the braille version, our West Sussex Library Service has four copies available for library members to take out on loan. Becoming a library member is free and can be done online or in-person at your local library.
There are also a small number of printed booklets available at the libraries to pick up and take home if you feel someone you know would benefit from having one or it can be viewed online.    
		View the Little Book of Big Scams online
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Fraudsters aren’t fussy. They’ll pick on anyone.
Alongside the Little Book of Big Scams, the Government's latest campaign “Stop! Think Fraud” has been designed to help you reduce your risk of becoming a victim by teaching you to spot the tactics and techniques commonly used by fraudsters.
The campaign is backed by leading counter fraud experts and provides consistent, clear and robust anti-fraud advice to residents. To find out more, just visit the website. 
		Visit the 'Stop! Think Fraud' website
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Stay well with West Sussex Libraries this month
March is West Sussex Library Service’s annual Wellbeing Month, where they celebrate and highlight the ways that libraries, books, reading and all their services, activities and resources can support you with your mental and physical health.
This year, alongside all the great regular information, booklists and events that they have available throughout the year, there are also some special activities and drop-in sessions on offer for both adults and children. 
To find out about all the great things our libraries have planned for your wellbeing this month, visit their website.
		Visit West Sussex Libraries Wellbeing Month page
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Free sessions available to keep you safe against scams
Our Digital Safety Team has more of their popular online and in-person 'Are you scam savvy?' events available for residents to attend over the coming months.
These free 1.5 hour sessions are available to anyone who wants to keep themselves, or friends and family, from falling victim to different types of scams, including telephone, courier and romance fraud which are all a concern in West Sussex. 
The dates available for the online only sessions are:
1. Wednesday 22 May: 1pm - 2.30pm
1. Friday 5 July: 11am - 12.30pm
In-person ‘Are you scam savvy?’ sessions will also be taking place in three West Sussex Libraries across the county:
1. Friday 19 April at Crawley Library: 10am - 11.30am
1. Monday 20 May at Bognor Library: 10am - 11.30am
1. Monday 17 June at Shoreham Library: 10am - 11.30am
If you can’t attend the library events in person, there is also the opportunity to view these online.
Booking is essential to attend any of the in-person or online sessions and free tickets can be ordered through Eventbrite. The team look forward to seeing you all soon.
		Book your free place on eventbrite now
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